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Introduction

Will Sweetman, Congress Director

In preparing this record of papers and panels accepted for the XXIInd World Congress of IAHR,
I have become acutely aware of what we lost with its cancellation. Many, many people have
lost far more in this terrible year, putting the cancellation of just another conference in perspec-
tive. It is nevertheless our hope that this record of a congress that never met serves to remind us
of the value of our very ordinary interactions with colleagues at events such as this. The IAHR
Congresses I have attended—in Durban, Tokyo and Toronto—were formative for my career as a
scholar of religion, allowing me to meet in person scholars whose works I had read, and to dis-
cover other scholars whose works I went on to read with great benefit. I regret in particular that
our students in this part of the world have lost an opportunity that will likely not come again for
them.

As I write this, on what would have been the final full day of the Congress, it is obvious that
there was no alternative to cancellation. New Zealand’s borders remain all but closed, and it is
difficult even for New Zealand citizens to enter the country from overseas. Whether it would have
been sensible to have postponed the Congress until 2021, only time will tell. In late February, even
as we began to assess applications for travel grants and to think of how we would organise the
accepted individual papers into panels for the academic programme we were also beginning to
wonder to what extent the coronavirus would affect the Congress. Just a couple of weeks later, on
March 10 (one day before the World Health Organisation declared a pandemic), we advised all
those on the Congress mailing list to delay making travel plans and promised a further announce-
ment in early April. We also began contingency planning for a much smaller meeting, given that
travel to New Zealand from China, Korea and Iran had already been restricted. The worldwide un-
certainty about conferences had its first major impact on us when we were informed on March
17 that Dinamics, the professional conference organisers we had engaged to run the Congress,
were insolvent. We were fortunate that the owners of Dinamics—Scott and Bea Bellingham—
acted with absolute integrity in swiftly returning all the funds they held on behalf of the Congress.
Even as, and after, they lost their jobs, the staff at Dinamics—]Jade Taylor and Katie Bowden—
continued to assist us in many ways. We remain grateful to all of them for their work on our
behalf.

By March 26, as New Zealand entered one of the most stringent lockdowns in the world, it
was apparent that we could not possibly meet in 2020 and we announced the cancellation of the
Congress. We considered the possibility of announcing a postponement for one year, but there
were several reasons why we did not. First, and most important, it was already clear to the local
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organising committee that our priority in the coming months had to be minimising the disrup-
tion to the education of our students. All of the organisers had significant other responsibilities
in this respect. It was also clear that the financial landscape of our university, and that of all
universities, had profoundly altered. However many delegates we might have expected in 2020,
fewer would have been able to travel in 2021. We were also conscious that the IAHR requests its
member associations not to hold their own meetings in the year of a congress. Many national
and regional associations were not meeting in 2020; to ask them not to meet for a second year
would be unfair to those unable to travel to New Zealand. If national and regional associations
did meet in 2021, it would inevitably reduce still further the numbers who would be able to come
to the Congress.

The IAHR had provided substantial initial financial support for the Congress, for which we
were and are grateful. Nevertheless, the IAHR’s “Basic Framework for Running an IAHR World
Congress” makes clear that the IAHR cannot be held liable for financial losses. The NZASR has no
financial reserves to speak of and we were therefore grateful that the Vice-Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Otago, Professor Harlene Hayne, and the Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Humanities, Professor
Tony Ballantyne, had willingly agreed in 2016 to underwrite the Congress, making it possible for
us to accept the IAHR’s offer to host the Congress in 2020. As Congress Director, I did not think we
should even request the same financial guarantee for 2021. For all these reasons, we reluctantly
decided to cancel, not to postpone, the Otago Congress.

A third option, urged on us by some international colleagues, would have been to have held
a virtual Congress. The organising committee took the view that New Zealand’s time zone and
limited IT infrastructure meant that we would not have been well-placed to hold a virtual event.
My own view is that there are other, and better, means to achieve what virtual conferences can
achieve. What they cannot replace is the opportunity to interact with colleagues over several days
in arange of contexts, both formal and informal. It was for these reasons that we had also declined
the earlier suggestion that we run a virtual congress alongside the face to face meeting, even
though we appreciated the concerns of those members of the IAHR who told us New Zealand was
too remote, and travel there too expensive, for them to consider attending a congress. (Those of
us who are fortunate enough to live and work in New Zealand do not need to be told how far it
is from the rest of the world and how much it costs to travel to virtually every other international
scholarly meeting!)

Both the financial liability for IAHR Congresses and the value of virtual events deserve further
consideration by the various committees of the IAHR and all its member associations. Here is not
the place for me to comment further, | mention them only to explain why we chose to cancel and
not to postpone or make virtual the 2020 Congress. It remains for me to thank those who helped
us to prepare for the Congress and to manage its cancellation.

First, on behalf of the NZASR and the local organising committee, I wish to express our grati-
tude to the Executive Committee of the IAHR for the confidence they expressed in us, and for the
honour they bestowed upon us, by accepting our proposal to host the Congress. In particular, the
President of the IAHR, Professor Tim Jensen, and the Acting Secretary General, Professor Satoko
Fujiwara, worked tirelessly to support and advise us as we prepared for the Congress. Our associ-
ation, and our discipline, are extremely fortunate to have leaders of such integrity and with such
selfless commitment to the wellbeing of our academic enterprise. We are still more fortunate
that both have committed to serving a further term in their roles.

The Treasurer of the IAHR, Dr Philippe Bornet, also worked extremely hard to support our
efforts, and provided timely and wise advice throughout. I am personally particularly grateful
for his help in the protracted process of ensuring that all those who registered and paid deposits
for accommodation or other events at the Congress were refunded in full and, where necessary,
compensated as far as possible for shifts in exchange rates.
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I 'am grateful also to our Advisory Committee, chaired by Professor Jensen and Professor Paul
Morris, and to all the members of the Organising Committee for their willingness to support us,
and for their efforts to advocate for the Congress. Professor Joseph Bulbulia’s advice and advocacy
was particularly important and I am grateful for all that he did to help realise the goal of hosting
the Congress in New Zealand. I wish also to acknowledge Tuari Potiki, the Director of the Office
of Maori Development at the University of Otago, for his advice on aspects of tikanga Maori in
relation to the Congress.

We were delighted that seven keynote speakers accepted our invitation to come and address
the Congress. We regret that we were not able to hear your addresses and hope that there will
be another opportunity to have you speak here. We are very grateful also to those organisations
who had undertaken to sponsor keynote speakers: the Database of Religious History, the Japan
Federation of Societies for the Study of Religions, the Dhammachai International Research Insti-
tute, the Australian Association for the Study of Religion, and the Division of Humanities at the
University of Otago.

Most of the hard work in preparing for the Congress fell on the Academic Programme Com-
mittee. The co-chairs, Professors Ben Schonthal, John Shaver, and Ann Taves devoted many hours
to designing and fine-tuning a process for submissions which would ensure timely blind review
of the well over 600 submissions that were received for the Congress. The co-chairs of each of the
seven themes for the academic programme dealt promptly and professionally with the submis-
sions in their respective themes. We are grateful also to the wider oversight committee who as-
sisted with advice in difficult cases and where help was required with resubmissions. The names
of the members of all the committees will be found below.

We are grateful also to all the members of the New Zealand Association for the Study of Reli-
gions for their trust in those of us who lead the bid to host the Congress. Dr Wil Hoverd deserves
special thanks for his role in bringing this about. The Executive Committee, and many of the
members, of the Australian Association for the Study of Religion were also staunch supporters of
our bid and we look forward to continuing close collaboration between our associations.

The organising committee is grateful also to the Business Events team, Tourism New Zealand,
for supporting development of the bid, funding the financial feasibility report and the costs of
travel in the early stages of planning. Enterprise Dunedin and the Dunedin City Council also
assisted greatly in the early stages and in helping to promote the Congress. I am grateful also to
Steve Willis, the Chief Operating Officer of the University of Otago, and his team for their advice
and support with the financial management of the Congress. All those who received refunds
for registration and other fees owe a special debt of gratitude to Quentin Johnson for the work
he did—well beyond the requirements of his position—in the days and months following the
insolvency of Dinamics.

Finally, we extend our sincere thanks to all those who submitted papers and panels for the
Congress. We regret that you did not have the opportunity to present them. It would have been
our delight to have welcomed you all to our part of the world, to have shown you how religion is
studied here, and not least to have shown off your work to our colleagues in other disciplines in
this region.

NOo reira, téna koutou, téna koutou, téna koutou katoa.

Will Sweetman, Congress Director, Dunedin, August 2020
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Tim Jensen, IAHR President

As a small association, with limited human and financial resources, hosting the
IAHR Congress will be a challenge for the NZASR, but it is one to which we are de-
termined to rise. We have the full and enthusiastic support both of the University
of Otago and of the City of Dunedin. We will be able to draw on their considerable
resources and experience in hosting major conferences. All of the Religious Stud-
ies programs in the country support this bid. Staff at Massey and Canterbury who
formerly taught in Religious Studies have also expressed their enthusiasm for being
involved. The NZASR has strong relations on many levels with the Australian Asso-
ciation for the Study of Religions, and we have also been promised assistance from
the AASR and Departments of Religious Studies in Australia with organisation and
fundraising.

The NZASR was affiliated with the IAHR at the XVIIth Congress in Mexico City in
1995. The year 2020 thus marks both a half-century since the NZASR’s establishment
and the 25th anniversary of our affiliation with the IAHR. We can think of no bet-
ter way of celebrating both than by hosting the XXIInd Congress in Aotearoa New
Zealand.

Thus, read central parts of a May 17, 2016 formal bid (inserted in a 56-page booklet, Proposal to
Host the 22nd Congress of the International Association for the History of Religions) from the NZASR
and the University of Otago.

However, initial talks and deliberations started many years before the NZASR, and the Uni-
versity of Otago, filed that formal bid. In Toronto 2010, during the XXth World Congress, I, then
IAHR General Secretary, approached Prof. Will Sweetman, trying to encourage him to start talks
with his NZASR colleagues about exactly this: filing a bid in the not too distant future to host an
IAHR World Congress.

It took some time (it is a major and extremely time consuming task, not only to host a World
Congress but also to compose a bid) for Will, in 2010 a junior scholar’, to convince his (senior)
colleagues in New Zealand and Otago that it was time for the NZASR to make it possible for the
IAHR to consider holding a World Congress in this part of the world: Sydney 1985, after all, was a
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long time ago and had been followed by Rome 1990, Mexico City 1995, Durban 2000, Tokyo 2005,
Toronto 2010, and Erfurt 2015.

While it took a little time for Will Sweetman and his colleagues to reach the conclusion to
file a bid, once received it took the IAHR Executive Committee almost no time to agree that the
XXIInd IAHR World Congress should be hosted by NZASR and the University of Otago. The bid
was absolutely convincing, and yes: it most certainly was time for New Zealand to host the World
Congress. It would, moreover, be perfectly in line with the IAHR principle of rotating its world
congresses around the world, honoring its diverse national and regional membership and high-
lighting and promoting scholarship globally and locally. No matter if the NZASR had hosted an
IAHR Special Conference at Victoria University in Wellington in December 2002, with the theme
‘What Is Religion For? Asian-Pacific Perspectives’ (cf. the 2004 linked publication).

So, no time to waste, and, consequently, in November 2016, half a year later, during the AAR
Annual Meeting in San Antonio, I, by then IAHR President, met with John Shaver, who, with Will
Sweetman, Ben Schonthal, and Joseph Bulbulia would be the key persons in the local organizing
committee.

Moreover, already in February 2017, the Otago hosts facilitated a site visit, thus making it
possible for me to take a close look at campus facilities, hotels, transportation, options for excur-
sions as well as to meet all the key persons, including the enthusiastic and very supportive Vice-
Chancellor as well as the equally engaged and supportive representatives from the local tourism
office. I could report back to the EC that the XXIInd IAHR World Congress in Dunedin hosted
by the NZASR and the University of Otago would beyond doubt be yet another milestone in the
history of the IAHR. Both in terms of the continuity and innovation of the academic program and
in terms of ‘place’: New Zealand and Dunedin was worth while travelling to (I once compared the
colors of the landscapes to colors I have not seen since I was a young man trying LSD), and be-
sides: it might be a good thing for a lot of IAHR participants travelling to New Zealand to realize
how far our New Zealand and Australian colleagues have to travel to get to conferences in e.g.
Europe.

So, everybody, the IAHR Executive Committee and the local organizing committee, with the
support of the NZASR and all individual NZ scholars as well of the AASR and Australian schol-
ars, got to work immediately. And the work went on, day after day, week after week, month
after month, year after year. Apart from the daily work conducted from their desks in Otago
and wherever else they might have been located, Will Sweetman and John Shaver—following
in the footsteps of Donald Wiebe, Luther Martin, and Ivan Khan (up to Toronto 2010), and Eliz-
abeth Begemann (up to Erfurt 2015)—patiently, day after day, sat in an IAHR World Congress
booth (thanks to the AAR for facilitating this!) in the not-so-colorful Book Exhibit Hall during
the AAR meetings in 2017, 2018, 2019, handing out pamphlets and other information about the
IAHR World Congress in Otago 2020. Moreover, Will Sweetman travelled to several other IAHR
events and regularly informed the IAHR EC during its annual meetings about the ongoing work.

In Otago, of course, preparations continued on a daily basis with regard to the selection of
keynote speakers, the website, registration, criteria for partial funding, early bird and later reg-
istration, paper and panel proposals, hotel and other accommodation, excursions, finances, etc.
With the IAHR daily leadership constantly being involved and informed.

At some point all the various congress committees also came into being, and the academic
program committee, co-chaired by John Shaver, Ben Schonthal and Ann Taves, the IAHR Deputy
Secretary General who is normally the one to perform this task on behalf of the IAHR EC, could
start its hard, complicated and meticulous work vetting paper and panel proposals. And, IAHR
members all around the globe were busy writing and submitting panel and paper proposals, mak-
ing plans for travel and for special events at the congress etc.
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Then came COVID-19. In February 2020, we all immediately realized that this might consti-
tute a severe threat to many countries and to the Otago 2020 World Congress. Though we decided
to keep on keeping on, we also decided to keep a close eye on the situation in New Zealand and
around the world. Alas: the time came around when we simply had to meet online and take the
decision to cancel the XXIInd IAHR World Congress in Dunedin, Aotearoa New Zealand. Years
and years of hard preparatory and promising work thus was frustrated, and to the best of our
judgment we could not even ‘just’ postpone it to 2021. For lots of reasons.

Following the cancellation, moreover, the hard work did not stop. On the contrary: Will
Sweetman and his Otago colleagues, together with not least the IAHR Treasurer and Secretary
General, had to spend alot of time ‘uninstalling’ everything, including refunding registration fees,
dealing with reservations of rooms in hotels, etc., etc.

So: it goes without saying that everybody involved would have preferred that the work per-
formed by all the people mentioned—and a lot of people not mentioned—had resulted in the
IAHR XXII World Congress in Dunedin in the last week of August 2020 at the campus of the Uni-
versity of Otago.

As the IAHR President I certainly would have preferred to speak my words of welcome and
thanks to the IAHR participants and the hosts and members of various committees gathered at
the University of Otago, rather than writing this ‘Preface’ to this record of the Congress.

I certainly would also have loved to take the opportunity to congratulate the NZASR on its
soth anniversary (and its 25th anniversary as an IAHR member association), and to have the
World Congress make NZASR and the study of religion in Aotearoa New Zealand (but also the
study of religion elsewhere in the region, Australia included) the ‘center of the world,, at least for
that one week.

Having made this clear, please allow me to end this kind of welcome with sincere and heartfelt
thanks to each and all of the local hosts, Prof. Paul Morris, co-chair of the Advisory Committee
included, as well as to the AASR and Australian colleagues who have been in support of the Otago
host from day one. Allow me also to extend thanks to the IAHR Acting Secretary General 2017—
2020 Prof. Satoko Fujiwara, to the IAHR Treasurer, Prof. Philippe Bornet, and to IAHR Deputy
General Secretary, Prof. Ann Taves for their important contributions to the preparation of the
planned Congress.

Sincere and heartfelt thanks, of course, are extended to each and every participant in spe,
to each and everybody who registered, submitted proposals, made travel plans, dreamed of go-
ing to Otago. To each and everybody writing and submitting abstracts, and thus to everybody
contributing in this way to this record.

Last but not least, please allow me to extend special thanks to Prof. Sweetman who took this
task upon himself already back in 2010 when still a ‘junior scholar’ I know Will is still exhausted,
frustrated and deeply disappointed, and I can only wish that this whole process and its not so
satisfactory end result has not yet made his hair grey before time, even if he has no doubt grown
into a senior scholar since I first met him in Toronto 2010.

Tim Jensen, IAHR President, Copenhagen, September 2020
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KEYNOTE ADDRESSES

Jerusalem in Cultural Memory among Jews, Christians and Muslims: The Centre Out There

Guy Stroumsa

Guy G. Stroumsa is Martin Buber Professor Emeritus of Comparative Religion, The Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem and Professor Emeritus of the Study of the Abrahamic Religions, and Emeri-
tus Fellow of Lady Margaret Hall, University of Oxford. He is a Member of the Israel Academy of
Sciences and Humanities and holds an honorary doctorate from the University of Zurich. He re-
ceived the Humboldt Research Award and the Leopold-Lucas Prize, and is a Chevalier de 'Ordre
du Mérite.

Author of fifteen books and more than one hundred and forty articles, editor or co-editor
of twenty-one books. Among his recent publications: Religions dAbraham: histoires croisées
(Geneva, 2017), The Scriptural Universe of Ancient Christianity (Cambridge, Mass, 2016), The Mak-
ing of the Abrahamic Religions in Late Antiquity (Oxford, 2015), A New Science: the Discovery of
Religion in the Age of Reason (Cambridge, Mass., 2010), and The End of Sacrifice: Religious Trans-
formations of Late Antiquity (Chicago, 2009; paperback 2012; Original French edition, 2005; also
Italian, German and Hebrew translations).

God, Emeritus

Vasudha Narayanan

Vasudha Narayanan is Distinguished Professor, Department of Religion, at the University of Florida
and a past President of the American Academy of Religion (2001-2002). She was educated at the
Universities of Madras and Bombay in India, and at Harvard University. Her fields of interest
are the Hindu traditions in India, Cambodia, and America; visual and expressive cultures in the
study of the Hindu traditions; and gender issues. She is currently working on Hindu temples and
traditions in Cambodia.

She is the author or editor of numerous books and articles, chapters in books, and encyclo-
pedia entries. In addition, she is the associate editor of the six-volume Brill’s Encyclopedia of Hin-
duism. Her research has been supported by grants and fellowships from several organizations
including the Centre for Khmer Studies, the American Council of Learned Societies, the National
Endowment for the Humanities, the John Simon Guggenheim Foundation, the American Insti-
tute of Indian Studies/Smithsonian, and the Social Science Research Council.

Digital Humanities: Bringing the Peripheries Into the Centre

Edward Slingerland

Edward Slingerland is Distinguished University Scholar and Professor of Asian Studies at the Uni-
versity of British Columbia. His research specialties and teaching interests include Warring States
(5th-3rd c. BCE), Chinese thought, religious studies, cognitive linguistics, ethics, and the relation-
ship between the humanities and the natural sciences. His publications include several academic
monographs and edited volumes, approximately forty refereed articles in top journals in a wide
variety of fields, and a trade book entitled Trying Not to Try: Modern Science, Ancient China and
the Power of Spontaneity (Crown, 2014). He is also Director of the Database of Religious History
(DRH; religiondatabase.org).
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Joan of Arc’s Two Bodies: A Study in Political Anthropology

Winnifred Sullivan

Winnifred F. Sullivan, JD, PhD, University of Chicago, is professor in the department of reli-
gious studies, Indiana University Bloomington. She studies the intersection of religion and law
in the modern period, particularly the phenomenology of modern religion as it is shaped in its
encounter with law. Sullivan is the author of The Impossibility of Religious Freedom (Princeton,
2005), Prison Religion: Faith-based Reform and the Constitution (Princeton, 2009), and A Ministry
of Presence: Chaplaincy, Spiritual Care and the Law (2014), co-author of Ekklesia: Three Studies in
Church and State (Chicago, 2018), and co-editor of Politics of Religious Freedom (Chicago, 2015).

Prospects for the Study of Religions in the Digital Age: Responding from Asian Perspectives
to Evolving Diversity in Digital Scholarship

Masahiro Shimoda

Masahiro Shimoda is a Professor in the Department of Indian Philosophy and Buddhist Stud-
ies with a cross appointment of the director of the Digital Humanities Initiative in the Graduate
School of Humanities and Sociology, the University of Tokyo.

In his primary research Professor Shimoda has, through methodological reflection and philo-
logical criticism, striven to elucidate the process of the formation of Buddhist scriptures in an-
cient India. He has also made a great contribution to creating a new environment for humanities
studies in Asia in the digital age, by working to create a large-scale digital platform named SAT,
comprising more than a dozen international projects.

He is the president of the Japanese Association of Indian and Buddhist Studies and former
president of the Japanese Association for Digital Humanities (2011-2018). He has been in charge
of the trans-school program of Digital Humanities at the University of Tokyo since 2012. Shimoda
has received seven prizes from differing academies and organizations, one of which is the Highest
Decoration of Excellence awarded by the chair of the National Assembly of the Thai Government
in 2011

Porosity and Boundedness: How the Way We Imagine Our Minds Affects the Way We
Experience Gods and Spirits

Tanya Marie Luhrmann

Tanya Marie Luhrmann is the Watkins University Professor in the Stanford Anthropology De-
partment. Her work focuses on the edge of experience: on voices, visions, the world of the su-
pernatural and the world of psychosis. She has done ethnography on the streets of Chicago with
homeless and psychotic women, and worked with people who hear voices in Chennai, Accra
and the South Bay. She has also done fieldwork with evangelical Christians who seek to hear
God speak back, with Zoroastrians who set out to create a more mystical faith, and with people
who practice magic. She uses a combination of ethnographic and experimental methods to un-
derstand the phenomenology of unusual sensory experiences, the way they are shaped by ideas
about minds and persons, and what we can learn from this social shaping that can help us to help
those whose voices are distressing.

She was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2003 and received a John
Guggenheim Fellowship award in 2007. When God Talks Back was named a NYT Notable Book of
the Year and a Kirkus Reviews Best Book of the Year.
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The Cultural Evolution of Religion: Testing Times

Russell Gray

Russell Gray completed his Ph.D. at the University of Auckland in 1990. He spent four years lec-
turing at the University of Otago before returning to the School of Psychology at the University
of Auckland. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of New Zealand and has been awarded with sev-
eral fellowships, as well as the inaugural Mason Durie Medal for his pioneering contributions to
social science. He is the Director of the Department of Linguistic and Cultural Evolution at the
Max Planck Institute for the Science of Human History in Jena, and holds adjunct positions in
the School of Psychology at the University of Auckland and the Department of Philosophy at the
Australian National University.

Russell Gray’s research spans the areas of cultural evolution, linguistics, animal cognition,
and the philosophy of biology. He helped pioneer the application of computational evolutionary
methods to questions about linguistic prehistory and cultural evolution. His core research fo-
cuses on questions about the history of languages, cultures and people in Southeast Asia and the
Pacific. Together with Simon Greenhill he developed a large lexical database for the languages
of this region. They analysed this data using Bayesian phylogenetic methods to test hypotheses
about the sequence and timing of the peopling of the Pacific. The results revealed striking pat-
terns of expansion pulses and pauses.

This linguistic work set the stage for his recent research applying ecological and evolutionary
methods to questions about the cultural evolution of religion and the development of large-scale
stratified societies both in the Pacific and around the globe. This research has found that notions
of god vary with ecology, that moralising gods promote the development of social complexity,
and in a darker vein, that ritual human sacrifice promotes and sustains the evolution of stratified
societies. He has published over 100 journal articles and book chapters including nine papers in
Nature and Science.
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HISTORICIZING AND EMBODYING PANELS

Historicizing and Embodying
Organised panels

The Indigenous Religion of the Philippines: Perspectives and Persistence

Rhuda M. Mujal

De La Salle University, Dasmarinas

The Meaning of Death for the Iraynon-
Bukidnon in San Remegio, Antique

Teruel Reishan

Northern Iloilo Polytechnic State College
Fisher Folks’ Indigenous Beliefs and Prac-
tices of San Dionisio, Iloilo

Mark Inigo M. Tallara
De La Salle University
Popular Catholicism in the Philippines:
An Ethnohistorical Analysis of Performing
Panata to Nuestro Padre Jesus Nazareno of
Quiapo and Nuestra Sefiora De La Paz Y
Buen Viaje of Antipolo

Esmeralda F. Sanchez

Holy Angel University, Angeles, Pampanga
The Cosmology of the Alangan Mangyans of
Sablayan, Occidental Mindoro

Felicidad P. Galang-Perena

University of Santo Tomas, Manila

The Libad (Fluvial Procession) of Bulacan:
Faith, Fiesta and Fortitude—Locating the
Memory of Christianity in the Philippines

Glenford Canada-Juntilla Franca
Southern Philippines Agri-Business and
Marine and Aquatic School of Technology
Blaan T’logan: The Marker of B'laan of Ki-
blawan Identity

Religions and Religious Cultures in Modern Japan: Government’s Policy Changes and Their

Impact

Nobuyuki Kojima

Joetsu University of Education

Military Police’s Oppression of the SAJ in
1940: Focusing on the Process

Yoshiro Terada

Taisho University

Form of Lay Buddhism in Japan: The Case of
Bukkyo-kanka-kyusaikai/Houonji

Aya Oba

Taisho University

Political Shift and the New Life Movement in
Post-war Japan: Simplification of Weddings
and Funerals

Calendar and Religion in Japanese Tradition: Buddhism, Shint6, and Onmyodo

Masahiko Okada
Tenri University
Calendar and Buddhism in Japan

Ikuyo Shimomura
Toyo University
Calendar and Shinto in Modern Japan

Makoto Hayashi
Aichi Gakuin University
Calendar’s Notes and Onmyodo
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Religion and Citizenship: Christian Minority Reponses to the State in the Periphery

Bernardo Brown

International Christian University
Cultural Deference, Community Survival: Sri
Lankan Catholicism and the Perils of Reli-
gious Nationalism

Shuling Yeh

National Taitung University

State Policies and Christian Practices among
the Austronesian-Speaking Amis of Taiwan

Sin Wen Lau

University of Otago

On a Mission to Save China: Religious Cit-
izenship and Overseas Chinese Christian
Business People in Post-1979 Shanghai

Sahoo Sarbeswar

Indian Institute of Technology Delhi

At the Margins of the State: Pentecostalism
and Changing Notions of Citizenship among
the Bhils of India

New Perspectives on Religious Practitioners in Early Modern Japan

Stephen Eskildsen
International Christian University

Tomokatsu Inoue
Saitama University
The Religious Landscape of Early Modern

Japan

Yamato Ishihara

National Museum of Ethnology

The Magical Network: NAGASAWA Katsu-
tate and DEGUCHI Onisaburo

Eiko Namiki

International Christian University

The Shinto Miho Church and the Spirit
Medium MIYAGISHIMA Kinsaku

Francesca Steffen
Martin-Luther University, Halle
Discussant

Rethinking Japanese New Religions: From Margins to Mainstream

Midori Horiuchi

Tenri University

Why did Miki Nakayama Place Emphasis on
Saving Pregnant Women?: From the Grant of
Safe Childbirth to the Idea of “Gender Equal-

ity”

Saburo Morishita

Tenri University

Examining Body Culture in Tenrikyo as Re-
[lected through Contemporary Sports
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Adam Lyons

Keio University

New Religions and Public Benefit Work: A
Case Study of Tenrikyo Foster Care

Makoto Sawai

Tenri University

Towards the Joyous Life: The Meanings of
“Work” in Tenrikyo

Robert Kisala
Nanzan University
Discussant



HISTORICIZING AND EMBODYING PANELS

The Biographies of Five Exemplary Monks in Cambodia and Siam

Akbordin Rattana

University of Otago

Sangharaja Pussadeva Sa and the Transi-
tion from Ayutthaya to Modern Thai Bud-
dhism

John Marston
El Colegio de México
Dharmavara Mahathera in the 1970s

Elizabeth Guthrie

University of Otago

Venerable Thach Pich: An Exemplary Monk
from Kampuchea Krom

Chhuon Hoeur

Kirikonkea

Two Cambodian Abbots and Post-Khmer
Rouge Continuities

Garry Trompf
University of Sydney
Discussant

Early Buddhist Communities in Bamiyan, Gilgit and Dunhuang

Phrasudhammayanavidesa Vi
Dhammachai International Research Institute
The Dhammachai International Research
Institute and Ancient Buddhist Manuscripts

Chanida Jantrasrisalai

Dhammachai International Research Institute
Seeing Buddha through the Self of Dharma:
A Principle Possibly Underlying Stiapa Con-
structions as Expressed in Chapter 15 of the
Suvarnaprabhasottama-Sutra

Kiattisak Ponampon

University of Cambridge

Early Medieval Chinese Buddhist Meditative
Techniques in Dunhuang Manuscript S. 2585

Garry Trompf
University of Sydney
Discussant

Latina/o Pentecostalism “from Below”: Reconfiguring Centers, Destabilizing Hierarchies, &

Producing a Legacy

Daniel Ramirez

Claremont Graduate University

Can the Pentecostal Subaltern Speak... and
Sing?

Erica Ramirez

Auburn Theological Seminary

The Pope’s Many Hecklers: Anti-Catholic
Discourse as Political Discourse

Lloyd Barba

Amberst College

Nostalgia on the Peripheries: Mexican Pen-
tecostal Memories and Materiality
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PANELS HISTORICIZING AND EMBODYING

Science and Religion in Modern Japan

Ikuo Higashibaba

Tenri University

Retrospect and Prospect on the Studies of
Christianity in Modern Japan

Masahiko Okada
Tenri University
Modern Science and Buddhist Thought in

Japan

Jiro Sawai

Tenri University

Acceptance of Protestant Thought in Mod-
ern Japan: The Influence of Paul Tillich

Katsumi Shimada

Tenri University

Positivism as a Means for the Argument of
the Existence of God: Shozen Nakayama’s
Religious Thought

The Place of Black Religions in the History of Religions

Monica Miller

Lehigh University

Demystifying Black Religions: Towards His-
toricizing

Christopher Driscoll

Lehigh University

New World Orientations in the History of Re-
ligions

Anthony B. Pinn

Rice University

Nothing Special: On Framing Religion as a
Technology

Developments in Chinese Religions: at Home, Regionally and Globally

J. Gordon Melton

Baylor University

Making Visible the Invisible: Traditional
Chinese Religion in the United States

Holly Folk

West Washington University
Patterns of Suppression of Religion in China
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Yu Shuang Audrey Yao

Fo Guang University, Taiwan

Masculinity and Femininity: Comparing
and Contrasting Two Modern Buddhist
Movements in Taiwan-Foguang Shan and
CiJi



HISTORICIZING AND EMBODYING PAPERS

Individual papers

Ajibade, Mobolaji Oyebisi

Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife

An Examination of Dynamism in Pentecostal
Churches in Southwestern Nigeria

Alam, Sarwar

University of Arkansas

The Dargah of Shah Sultan Rumi: Myth and
History of Muslim Identity in Bangladesh

Alderton, Zoe

University of Sydney

‘Faith in the Time of Cholera’: The History of
Cholera Gods and Ghosts

Andersen, Nicholas

Brown University

The Ambivalence of Awakening: Reading Robert
Alexander Young’s “Ethiopian Manifesto”

Bader, Giselle

University of Sydney

The Globalisation of the Holy Land in Fourth-
century Pilgrimage

Benyah, Francis

Abo Akademi University

“Conjecture rather than Conviction”: Religion,
Spirituality and the Management of Mental
Illness in Ghana

Bora, Simashree

Narsee Monjee Institute of Management Stud-
ies, Mumbai

Contextualizing Neo-Vaishnavism in Indian
Religions: Genesis of Monastic Tradition and
Sattras of Assam

Call, Rebekah

Claremont Graduate University

The Effects of the 1890 Manifesto and the Ac-
quisition of Statehood in Utah on Mormon
Community in Light of The Sacred Canopy
by Peter Berger

Campo, Juan

University of California, Santa Barbara
Early Modern Empires and the Rise of Mass
Pilgrimages: A Comparative Analysis

Clarke, Shayne

McMaster University

Tibetan Buddhist Monastic Law on the
Periphery: A Case Study of the Dunhuang
Manuscripts

Cotter, Christopher

University of Edinburgh

‘Unbelief’ on the Celtic Fringe: A Compara-
tive Study of Scotland and Northern Ireland

Do Egito, Tinatin
The Practice of Celebrating Christian Holidays
in Early Soviet Time

Felese, Wendy

1liff School Of Theology

Now and at the Hour of Our Death: The Place
of Religion in the Lives of Tuaisceart Eireann
Women

Frahm-Arp, Maria

University of Johannesburg

From the Peripheries to the Center: Pentecostal-
Charismatic Churches in the South African
Religious Landscape

Galbraith, Deane

University of Otago

Te Wharewera’s Aunt Comes to Life Again: A
Nineteenth-Century Maori ‘Near-Death Ex-
perience’?

Gardner, Iain

University of Sydney

Late Antique Coptic Magic and the Cult of
the Archangel Michael: Texts from the Hei-
delberg Archive

Grimshaw, Mike

University of Canterbury

Encountering Cold War Religion 1968-1990:
How Encounter Magazine Discussed and Used
Religion as a Cold War Weapon and Ideolog-
ical Tool

Hale, Amy
Peripherality in the Construction of Cornwall
as a Magical Space
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Horak, Pavel

Czech Academy of Sciences

How to Magically Edify Nation: The Rise and
Fall of Universalia, The Society of the Czech
Hermetics

Hoshino, Seiji

The Czech Academy Of Sciences, Institute
of Ethnology

‘Religion(s) [shitkyo]’ in the Popular Imagi-
nation in Modern Japan

Hutter, Manfred

University of Bonn

Hierarchy and Dependency in Iranian
Manichaeism

Infante, Julieta

Guimaras State College

The Influence of Religious Organizations on
the Rise and Growth of Christian Beliefs

Jansson, Hedda
Stockholm University
Buddha in the North

Kharkovshchenko, Yevhen

Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv
“White Brotherhood” in Ukraine: The Local
Case of New Age Movement on Periphery

Kim, David W.

Australian National University

A Transnational Grassroots Movement: Jinja
Shinto and Japanese Religions in the Pre-Colonial
Joseon History

Kim, Yeongjoo

Daejin University, South Korea

A Study on the Correlation between the Myth
and Traditional Housing Culture of Three Is-
lands in East Asia: Jeju, Ryukyu and Taiwan

Kobori, Keiko

Teikyo University of Science

Orans: A Posture with Hands Lifted in Prayer
in Ancient Rome

Kovacs, Abraham

Janos Selye University

Moving to the Periphery from the Centre of
Judaism? Israel Saphir’s Conversion in Bu-
dapest and Its Aftermath
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HISTORICIZING AND EMBODYING

Kusaba, Eiko Hara

Iwate Prefectural University

Who Worships the Japanese Spirits as Gods
in Taiwan? The Case of Bao-an Tang Temple
in Gao-xiong City

Lere, Pauline

University of Jos

The Effects of Circles of Religious Crises on
the Development of Communities in Nigeria:
The Case of Jos Plateau State

Lyons, Adam

Kyoto Consortium for Japanese Studies
Buddhist Modernism and Thought Crime in
Imperial Japan

Marshall, John

University of Toronto

Scribes of Righteousness: Understanding Au-
thorial Attribution of Apocalyptic Texts

McLean, Malcolm
Ramprasad Vilifies his Goddess: Lessons from
the Literary History of Bengal

Midena, Daniel

University of the South Pacific

Medicine, Christianity, and Sorcery: A His-
tory of the Lutheran Mission to New Guinea,
1886-1980

Nongbri, Blateiskhem

John Roberts Theological Seminary
Revisiting the Encounter between Colonial-
ism and Tribal Religion in North East India:
A Postcolonial Reflection

Nowshin, Samila

University of Delhi

Socio-Cultural and Economic Life in Seventh-
century Bengal Based on Selected Chinese
Travelers’ Accounts

Oba, Aya

Taisho University

Buddha of Cremains: A “New” Type of Grave
in Japan

Panych, Olena

Ukrainian Association of Religious Studies
Prophet on Trial: Baptists’ Strategies of Ac-
tion in Soviet Courts 1960s—80s



HISTORICIZING AND EMBODYING PAPERS

Papellero, Ma Karen

KU Leuven

Shattered Yet Resistant: Hope and Trauma
in the Rough

Park, Byoungdo

Tohoku University

Naming Unidentified Disaster Victims: Cases
of Mass Burials and Spiritual Commemora-
tions in Early Modern Japan

Pavlyk, Nataliia

National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine |
Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas
Perception of Yoga as a Soteriological Way in
Jainism: Reconciling the Centre and Periph-
eries

Peternel, Lana

Institute for Social Research in Zagreb

Our Forgotten Stories: Different Perspectives
on History of Minority Religious Communi-
ties in Croatia

Ponniah, James

University of Madras

Folk Religion as a Site of Overlap between Caste
Hierarchy and Social Periphery

Powell, Joseph

University of Cambridge

Rasta Nuh Quiet: The Status of Rastafari Schol-
arship in UK Theology Departments

Pride, Aaron

Kent State University

Religious Ideology in Racial Protest, 1901-1934:
The Origin of African American Neo-Abolitionist
Christianity in the Religious Thought of William
Monroe Trotter and in the Public Rhetoric of
the Boston Guardian in the Struggle for Civil
Rights in the Early Twentieth Century

Rees, Robert

Graduate Theological Union

“That Old Rugged Cross”: Mormons and the
Broken Tree

Santiago, Amitha

Bishop Cotton Women’s Christian College
Recasting the Centre-Periphery Category: The
Indo-Iranian Muslims of Alipur and Ances-
tral Worshipper Siddis of Karwar in Karnataka

S¢avlinskis-Mucenieks, André

University of Latvia

Religion, Emancipation, and Rupture: Anabap-
tist and Baptist Movements in Eastern Baltic
(XVI-XXth) and Their Impacts on Social Or-
der

Shakhnovich, Marianna

Saint-Petersburg State University
“Commuission on the Study of the Mysterious
Phenomena of the Human Mind” (1932-1934)
and the Study of Mysticism in the USSR in the

19308

Shida, Masahiro

Waseda University

Aliyah of Nahmanides 1267: A Medieval Jew-
ish Perspective on the Land of Israel

Santos Silva, Francisco

ISCTE, University Institute of Lisbon
Perspectives on Islam from Europe’s Periph-
ery: Portugal’s Media Coverage of Islam in
the Wake of the Charlie Hebdo Attacks

Skora, Kerry Martin

Tantric Contemplative Ecologies of the Kash-
miri Hindu Abhinavagupta and the Tibetan
Buddhist Longchenpa: Recovering the Marginal-
ized and Hidden Landscapes Underlying the
Nature of Consciousness

Sraman, Shimo
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
Perpetuating Transiency: The Creation of Her-
itage in Buddhist Perspective

Sych, Vasyl

University of Warsaw

On the Sidelines of Russian Orthodoxy: Prob-
lems of Religious Identity in Ukraine

Talar, Charles

University of St Thomas, Houston

The Modernist and the Miraculous: The Bergson-
ism of Edouard Le Roy

Tanaka, Hiroki
University of Tokyo
Regional Diversity of French Laicité
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Taviani, Paolo

Univesity of LAquila, Italy

Lough Derg, 1497: The Closing-off of the Pas-
sage to the Otherworld

Teryukova, Ekaterina

Saint-Petersburg State University

The Study of Religious Vestiges in Soviet Rus-
sia in 1930: The Central Anti-Religious Mu-
seum

Thomassen, Einar

University of Bergen

Centre, Margins, and Identity Politics in the
Religious World of the Roman Empire

Tombs, David

University of Otago

The Punitive Stripping of Prisoners in the Ro-
man World: The Symbolism of Dominance
and Subjugation

Tronu, Carla

University of Kyoto

Nagasakiandthe Early Modern Catholic Mis-
sions in Japan

Troughton, Geoff

Victoria University of Wellington
Methodist Mission and the Embrace of Colo-
nialism in Nineteenth-Century New Zealand

Trzcionkowski, Lech

Jagiellonian University

The Religion of Elite in Premodern Cultures.
The Case of Ancient Greek Orphic Poems

Uchendu, Egodi
University of Nigeria, Nsukka
Patterns of Islamic Dawa in Eastern Nigeria

Utriainen, Terhi

University of Turku

‘Non-secular Possibility Work’ and Vernacu-
lar Engagements with Complementary and
Alternative Healing

van der Krogt, Christopher

Massey University

The Doctrine of Jihad in Dabiq and Rumiyah:
Traditional, un-Islamic, or Sectarian?
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Verdianto, Yohanes

Halmahera University

The Development of the Acceptance of the
Trinity Doctrine in the Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church

Viljoen, Russel

University of South Africa

Khoikhoi Millenarian Beliefs at the Cape of
Good Hope, c.1788: The case Jan Paerl, an In-
digenous Prophet Known as “Onsen Liewen
Heer” (Our Dear God)

Weiss, Rick

Victoria University of Wellington
Mapping the Impact of Print on Hinduism in
Nineteenth-Century India

Wessinger, Catherine

Loyola University New Orleans

Reporton a New Oral History Project with Branch
Davidian Survivors

Wood, Simon

University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Islamic Historicism in the Aftermath of the
First World War

Yamamoto, Kayoko

Tenri Health Care University, Japan

Religious Care for Non-believers in Tenri Hos-
pitalinJapan: A Study of “Non-religious” Japanese
People

Zorya, Kateryna

Sodertorns Hogskola

Reflections of a Disintegrated Empire: Impact
of Soviet Ideology on Post-Soviet Esoteric
Texts

Zuber, Mike A.

University of Queensland

The Insistence on Individual Religious Free-
dom as Heresy: Three Trials of Peter Moritz
in the Holy Roman Empire, 1669-1678



INNOVATING AND TRANSFORMING PANELS

Innovating and Transforming
Organised panels

Consuming Happiness: Self-Improvement, Self-Healing and Faith Branding in

Contemporary Religious Discourses

Hasper, Silke R. G.

Heidelberg University

Mindfulness Practices in Japan: Attributions
and Experiences

Bauer, Nicole M.

University of Innsbruck

Branding Happiness: Empirical Findings on
Faith Branding in the New Religion Soka

Augspurger, Jens U.

SOAS, University of London

Rebranding Yoga Experiences: Clearance
Sale in Yogaland?

Rethinking Personhood Beyond the Human

Bauman, Whitney A.

Florida International University
Eco-Persona and Performativity: Extending
Personal Identity Beyond the Human

Johnston, Jay

University of Sydney

On the Rocks: Are Stones Simply Dumb Mat-
ter? Facing the Personality Divide in Other-
Than-Human Ontologies

Brooks Pribac, Teya
A World of Selves: Human and Other People

von Stuckrad, Kocku

University of Groningen

The Kantian Prison of Human Judgment:
How Can We Get Out of It?

New Religious Movements at the Centre and On the Periphery

Cusack, Carole M.

University of Sydney

Sinless Perfectionism and Spiritual Violence
in Tinker Tailor and The Fellowship

Frisk, Liselotte

Dalarna University

The Demise of a Religious Community: The
Case of Knutby Filadelfia in Sweden

Daughrity, Dyron B.
Pepperdine University
The Race for Souls in Remotest India

Alisauskiené, Milda

Vytautas Magnus University

New Religion on the Move from Periphery?
The Case of Romuva and its Application for
the Status of State Recognition

Palmer, Susan J.

McGill University
The Solar Temple Revisited
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PANELS INNOVATING AND TRANSFORMING

Perspectives on Modern Conspiracy Beliefs

Saarinen, Toni

University of Helsinki

Fiction’s Reciprocal Relationship with Con-
spiracy Myths in Mass-Mediated Modernity

Gebraad, Hanna

University of Turku

We're All Part of the Conspiracy! A Discor-
dian Take on and Use of Conspiracy Narra-
tives: The Case of Black Iron Prison

Maikel4, Essi

University of Helsinki

OM And FUUK as Action against Conspira-
cies in Nluminatus! And 2023 Trilogies

Radford, Raymond

University of Sydney

The World is Wrong: Conspiracy Theories,
Fractured Communities, and the Flat Earth

Santos Silva, Francisco

University Institute of Lisbon

Eurabia and Great Replacement Conspiracy
Theories in Portuguese Media

Al and Religion: Emerging Issues from the Japanese Context

Kohara, Katsuhiro

Doshisha University

A Cross-cultural Interpretation of the Moral
Status of AI

Nagahara, Junko

Osaka University

AI and the Other World in the Popular Per-
formance Art

Okinaga, Takashi

Teikyo University

Critical Examination into the Trial of Con-
sciousness Uploading in Transhumanism

Aoki, Beatriz Yumi
Pontifical Catholic University of Sao Paulo
Sexbot and the Future of Human Sexuality

Kimura, Takeshi

University of Tsukuba

Emotion and Artificial Intelligence: Tips for
a Comparative Study of Religions and Tech-
nology

Football, Religion and Social Identities

Hughes, Aaron W.
University of Rochester
Is Football Catholic, Protestant, or Both?

Stenberg, Leif

Aga Khan University

Football and Religion: Shaping Identities in
the Middle East
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Berglund, Jenny

Stockholm University

Balancing Identities: Professional Footballer
and Muslim in a Secular Society



INNOVATING AND TRANSFORMING PANELS

On Seon Master Daehaeng: An Innovative Buddhist Movement in Contemporary Korea

Zingmark, Brian Karl (Chong Go Sunim)
Hanmaum International Culture Institute,
Anyang, Korea

Translating Traditional Buddhist Texts into
Modern Languages: The Context, Back-
ground, and Works of a Contemporary Ko-
rean Seon Master

Heo, Moon Suk (Hyeyou Sunim)
Hanmaum Academy, Kaarst, Germany
The Role of the Media in Transmitting Korea
Buddhism to Western Societies

Kim, Chae Young

Sogang University

Seon Master Daehaeng’s Bodily Appropria-
tion of Psychological Language for the Sake
of a Better Form of Religious Discourse

Organizational Structure in New Religious Movements: Comparisons across Traditions

Melton, J. Gordon

Baylor University

The Organization of New Religious Move-
ments in the United States

Irons, Edward

Hong Kong Institute for Culture, Com-
merce and Religion

Challenges to the Lineage Principle in Two
East Asian New Religions: Organization in
Yiguandao and Daesoon Jinrihoe

Ukah, Asonzeh

Capetown University

“God Does not have a Deputy”: The Organ-
isation of Structure, Power & Authority in
Faith of Unity Religious Movement, Uganda

Hartney, Christopher

University of Sydney

History through Structure: New Religions
and Corporate Sovereignty
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PAPERS INNOVATING AND TRANSFORMING

Individual papers

Al-atawneh, Muhammad

Ben-gurion University of the Negev
Debating Islam at the Turn of the 21st Cen-
tury: Dynamics of Change in Law, Politics and
Every-Day Life

Alvstad, Erik

Malmé University

Re-Visioning the Holy City: Jerusalem in Con-
temporary Fantastic Literature

Anesa, Nicolo

University of Trieste

Heritagisation and Commodification of Reli-
glious Sites: The Case of Assisi, Italy

Appiah-Thompson, Christopher
University of Newcastle, Australia
The Concept of Peace, Conflict and Conflict
Transformation in African Religious Philos-

ophy
Banasik, Benjamin

University of Sydney
Tetris: The Apophatic Ecstasy of the Order

Banasik, Benjamin

University of Sydney

Climbing in the Valley: Stardew Valley and
the Religious Perpetual Experience of Video
Gaming

Barker, Eileen

London School of Economics

Margins, Peripheries and Boundary Cross-
ings: The Movements of New Religious Move-
ments

Bauer, Nicole M.

University of Innsbruck

The Dissemination of the Devil: Demonic Pos-
session and Exorcism in the Roman Catholic
Church

Benac, Dustin
Duke Divinity School

Reimagining Church: The Ecclesial-Organizational

Adaptation on the Periphery of Christendom
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Bernardo, Angela

Sapienza University of Rome

Linking Religion: Coptic Networks around
the World. The NIHOV Directory Project and
the Agency of the Coptic Communities Abroad
in Sharing Events, Belonging and Relation-
ships

Borja, Melissa

University of Michigan

Technology and Transoceanic Funeral Prac-
tices in the Hmong Diaspora

Briten, Oddrun Marie

Norwegian University of Science and Tech-
nology

The Potential of Worldviews Education

Buiko, Alfredas

Vilnius University

“My name is Legion, for we are many”: Im-
ages of Devil as Conspirator and Co-conspirator
in Modern Western Narratives

Castillo, Sidney

Central European University

In Our Own Terms: Religious Subjectivities
among Peruvian Young Adults

Castillo, Sidney

Central European University

Leaving Religious Tradition Behind: The Role
of Socialization through Social Media among
Peruvian Young Adults

Chan, Shun-hing

Hong Kong Baptist University

Education and Political Modernization: The
Role of Christian Churches in Hong Kong

De Silva, Gihani

University of Otago

Recognising the Unrecognised Kalyanamitra-s:
Counsellor Buddhist Nuns in Sri Lanka

Eiviler, Kristina

University of Zurich

People in Need: Analyses of the Phenomena
of Venerating Stones in Russia



INNOVATING AND TRANSFORMING

Ellithorpe, Anne-Marie

Vancouver School of Theology

Friendship and the Reconfiguring of Religious
Traditions

Fry, Alex

Durham University

Psychological Well-being at the Peripheries:
How Religious Persons of Low Socio-economic
Status Experience Psychological Well-being

Glushkova, Irina

Russian Academy of Sciences

‘The Center Out There”: Crafting a Worship
Place for a Low Caste Servant on the Sacred
River

Gonzalez Torres, Yolotl

Instituto Nacional de Antropologia e Historia
Religious Dance in the Pre-Hispanic Era and
Current-day Mexico

Gregorius, Fredrik

Linkoping University

A God of the Mind: The Influence of New Thought
in the Prosperity Gospel of Joel Osteen

Heo, Moon Suk

Hanmaum Academy

The Role of the Media for the Transmission
of Korea Buddhism in Western Society

Knepper, Timothy

Drake University

Global-Critical Philosophy of Religion: Cen-
tering the Periphery and Peripheralizing the
Center

Kokkonen, Laura Hanna

University of Helsinki

Religion in Consumer Culture: Branding in
Established Churches

Lindhardt, Martin

University of Southern Denmark

Religious Competition and Trajectories of Pen-
tecostal Diversity in Chile

Lindhardt, Martin

University of Southern Denmark
Prosperity Preachers and Traditional Heal-
ers in Contemporary Tanzania: Miracle Mak-
ers or Charlatans?

PAPERS

Max-Wirth, Comfort

Perez University College

The Audacity of African Traditional Ritual-
ists: How African Traditional Religious Rit-
ual Specialists are Using Modern Media Forms
to Reclaim Their Rightful Spot in the Ghana-
ian Religio-social Space

Morris, Paul

Victoria University of Wellington

After Aroha: Aotearoa/New Zealand'’s Spiritual
Response to the March Mosque Massacres

Okinaga, Takako

Teikyo University

Taboo of Contemplating Dying: Difficulties in
Introducing Advance Care Planning to Japan
Orji, Cyril

University of Dayton

World Christianity in Need of a Method

Park, Hoon

Hanmaum Science Institute

The Death Rituals Reformed by Seon Master
Daehaeng and Its Impact on Korean Life and
Death Studies

Pintchman, Tracy

Loyola University Chicago

The Center at the Periphery: The Hindu God-
dess Moves to Michigan (USA)

Rashid, Hussein
Organic Qawwali: Transforming Devotion

Reeh, Niels

University of Southern Denmark

Organised Atheism and Humanism in the Field
of Religions in Denmark

Rivera, Catherine

Massey University

When the Edge Moves to the Centre: An Ex-
ploration of a Neo-Monastic, Anglican Assem-
blage in Aotearoa New Zealand

Robertson, Venetia
University of Sydney

Ontologies of Otherness in the Other-than-Human

Identity Movement
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Roe, Sophie

University of Sydney

Against the Modern World: NeoFolk and the
Quest for an “Authentic” Ritual Experience

Saarinen, Toni

University of Helsinki

High Technology as an Eschatological Threat
in Late Modern Apocalypticism

Saikia, Alisha

University of Tsukuba

A Study of Kyara in Japanese Religious Land-
scape: Shukyo Asobi at Kanda Myajin and
Ryohaji Temple

Smith, Tara

University of Sydney

The New Prophet: Religious Leadership and
Charisma in the Performances of Conspiracy
Theorist David Icke

Spengler, Fabian

Tel Aviv University

New Media and Religious Authority for Mus-
lims in Europe

Stimac, Zrinka

Georg-Eckert-Institute

Religion in Public Education from the Perspec-
tive of International Organizations

Taneja, Leena

Zayed University

Devotional Asceticism Amongst Females in
the Chaitanyaite Vaishnava Tradition

Terado, Junko

Professional Institute of International Fashion
Significance of the Multifaith Group-home Move-
ment, LArche, as a Peacemaking Practice: Search-
ing a Way to Confront with the Autonomy Myth
and to Reconcile with Our Own Weakness in
Order to Retrieve Human Dignity

Toshiaki, Kimura

Tohoku University

Commercialization and Stratification of Re-
ligious Practices; Development of Luxury Ceme-
tery Business in Indonesia
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Yokomichi, Makoto

Kyoto Prefectural University

Do the People Believe in the Idea “Soulmates”
as a Secular Religion? Considering Haruki
Murakami’s and Makoto Shinkai's Interna-
tional Success



INTERPRETING AND COMPARING PANELS

Interpreting and Comparing
Organised panels

The Festivalization of Religion I

Henry, Ella

University of Auckland

Te Matatini: The Festivalisation of Maori
Spiritual and Cultural Capital

Adachi, Nobuko

Illinois State University

Regional Politics, Local Identity, and Na-
tional Religion: The Shinto Nomaoi Cavalry
Festival

Edmonds, James

Arizona State University

Transnational Islamic Devotion: Towards a
Festival Ethos

Shitu, Mujahid Hamza

Federal University Gashua

An Annual Sufi Festival in Transformation:
The Qadiriyya Maukib Festival in Kano,
Nigeria

Hackett, Rosalind I. J.

University of Tennessee, Knoxville

When Religion Becomes Festival: A Tale of
Two Cities in Nigeria

The Festivalization of Religion II

Longman, Chia

Ghent University

Contemporary Women’s Festivals as Sites of
Re-Enchantment, Sisterhood, and Dissent

Glukhanyuk, Anna

Ekaterinburg State Drama School
Religious Procession towards Commemora-
tion: The ‘Royal Days’ International Festival
of Orthodox Culture in Yekaterinburg

Allocco, Amy

Elon University

The Goddess among the Ashes: Ritual and
Marginality in Chennai’s Mayana Kollai Fes-
tival

Hiisken, Ute

University of Heidelberg

A God’s Many Forms: Ritual and Social Me-
dia at a Mega Festival in South India

Alles, Gregory D.

McDaniel College

Dancing in the Street: Identity, Commodi-
fication, and Governmentality at the Gerno
Melo in Kavant, Gujarat
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PANELS INTERPRETING AND COMPARING

Religious Texts and #MeToo: Gender Violence in the Bible and Contemporary Popular

Culture

Stiebert, Johanna
University of Leeds
Religion, the Bible, and #MeToo

Blyth, Caroline

University of Auckland

“Missing White Women Syndrome”: A Com-
parative Analysis of Biblical and True Crime
Narratives

Colgan, Emily

Trinity Methodist Theological College
Intimate Partner Violence and Coercive Con-
trolin the Bible and Contemporary Christian
Self-Help Literature

Edwards, Katie
University of Sheffield
Resisting the White Woman Saviour Trope

Ceremony, Public Memory, and the Politics of Treaty (Roundtable)

Johnson, Miranda
University of Otago

Klassen, Pamela
University of Toronto

Wanhalla, Angela
University of Otago

Paterson, Lachy
University of Otago

Studying the Materiality of Concealed Books and Translations

Mignon, Laurent

University of Oxford

The Unholy Book: Mehmet Akif Ersoy’s Lost
Translation of the Quran

Triplett, Katja

Leipzig University

On the Materiality of a “Concealed” Transla-
tion from the Early Japanese Jesuit Mission
Press

Balance Between Reason and Faith in Islam

Inoue, Kie

University of Tokyo

The Role of Reason on Faith: An Analysis of
Ibn Hazm'’s Legal Methodology

Kano, Nozomi

National Defence Accademy of Japan

The Working of Reason in Context of Me-
dieval Sufism
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Maruyama, Daisuke

National Defence Academy of Japan

The Relationship Among Faith, Ration, and
Ethics in Contemporary Sufism



INTERPRETING AND COMPARING PAPERS

Individual papers

Abraham, Ibrahim

Australian National University
Christianity and Middle Class Morality: Can
We Compare the BRICS Nations?

Alam, Mohammad

University of Dhaka

Caodaism: One of the Best Examples of the
Outcome of the Western and Asian Accultur-
ation

Babur, Isa

Igdir University, Turkey

(An)iconism in Turkish Islam: A Literary Genre
andthe Calligraphic Form of Depiction of the
Prophet

Bajzelj, Ana

University of California, Riverside

Illness, Medicine, and Ascetic Practice: Trans-
formation of the Jain Attitudes to the Medical
Treatment of Mendicants

Billing, Nils

Uppsala University

Performative Architecture: Ritual and Trans-
formation in the Ancient Eqyptian Pyramid

Butters, Maija

University of Helsinki

Moments of Metaphysical Meaning-Making:
Ethnography of Contemporary Death and Dy-
ing in Finland

Call, Rebekah

Claremont Graduate University

A Comparative Approach to Nakedness in the
Garden of Eden Narratives of the Hebrew Bible
and the Quran

Ding, Ruizhong

Shaanxi Academy Of Social Sciences, China
Chinese Traditional Musical Notation Gongche
pu_ N and Rural Catholic Church

Enstedt, Daniel
University of Gothenburg, Sweden
Organizing Qigong in Contemporary Sweden

Eriksen, Maud Marion Laird

Uppsala University

The Gardens of Gods: Vitality and Vulnera-
bility. A Study of Historical and Contempo-
rary Garden Design and Symbolism

Eskildsen, Stephen

International Christian University, Tokyo
Closing the Breath FJ;fJ 5. and Sending Out the
Spirit {1 \{l: Why did Zhang Boduan 3= {F %
Associate Such Things with Buddhists?

Fagerstrom, Christina

Lund University

Practice of the Baltic Sea Labyrinths during
the Middle Ages

Foroutan, Yaghoob

University of Mazandaran

Religious Violence and Its Demographic Drivers:
New Zealand's Christchurch Mosques Tragedy
in Global Context

Galadari, Abdulla

Khalifa University of Science & Technology
The Qur'an and Gnosticism: Engagement with
Peripheral Christianity

Gearon, Liam Francis

University of Oxford

Landscapes of Encounter: The Portrayal of
Catholicism in the Novels of Brian Moore

Gonnerman, Mark

Foothill College

Photognostica: Art and Ideas in Minor White
and Gao Xingjian

Hardy, Ann

University of Waikato

Interconnected Individuals: Emotion and Em-
bodiment in New Zealand Religious Filmmak-
ing.

Havlicek, Jakub and Topinka, Daniel
Palacky University

Religion and Environmentalism: Global Con-
cerns and Local Issues in Representing the
Identities of Native Americans in the State of
Washington
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PAPERS INTERPRETING AND COMPARING

Hegazy, Wael

University of California Santa Barbara/Al-
Azhar University

Sainthood in Religious, Social and Political
Context: A Comparative Study between Pak-
istani and Egyptian Sufi Models

Heo, Moon Suk

Hanmaum Academy

The Concept of One Mind in Korean Buddhism
in the Past and Today

Higashibaba, Ikuo

Tenri University

Summa Theologiae in Sixteenth-century Pop-
ular Catechism in Japan

Igboin, Benson
Adekunle Ajasin University, Nigeria

Avoiding Syncretism, Embracing Intersection-

ality: A Case of African Indigenous Religion
and African Pentecostalism

Inoue, Madoka
Seisen University
‘Religion’ in the Educational Culture of Russia

Jackson Rova, Peter

Stockholm University

Utopia and Otherworld: Places out of Place
from the Orphics to Sir Thomas More

Jones, Holly Miller
University of Otago
Life-Prolonging Medical Care and Religiosity

Kanagasundaram, Varuni

RMIT University, Melbourne

Threshold Ritual in the Hindu Tradition as
Expression of Migrants: A Creative Transla-
tion

Kapalo, James

University College Cork

Materialising the Underground: Secret Po-
lice Archives as Sources in the Study of Reli-
gions in Central and Eastern Europe

Kazmina, Olga

Moscow State University

American and European Christian Organi-
zations Answering the Challenges of Migra-
tion Crisis
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Kazuo, Kumata
Aichi-Gakuin University
The Founder of Tenrikyo and Violence

King, Rebekka

Middle Tennessee State University

Toward an Anthropology of Prophecy: a Case
Study on Mediation, Materiality, and the Fail-
ure of Meaning

Kippenberg, Hans

University of Bremen

“The Right to Manifest Religion in Public”: Fun-
damental Requirements according to the Dec-

laration of Human Rights, the UN Human Rights

Committee and the European Court of Hu-
man Rights

Kreisel, Howard

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
The Evolution of Religious Authority in Judaism:
Maimonides’ (1138-1204) Attempt to Create a
New Narrative

Kulinich, Alena

Seoul National University

Material Riches or Spiritual Treasures? Wealth
in Medieval Readings of the Quran

Lee, Mina

University of Tokyo

The Humanistic Concept of Judaism in the
Seventeenth-century Polemic against Chris-
tian Doctrine by Leone Modena

Mahlamiki, Tiina

University of Turku

Posthumous life of Journalist Perttu Hikki-
nen (1979—2018) in the Esoteric Scene of Fin-
land

Makkonen, Oulia Adzhoa Sika
Uppsala University
What is Authentically African?

Matsuzawa, Hiroki
Seijo University
The Mysticism of Henry of Friemar the Elder

Mattsson, Douglas

Sodertorn University

“Abu-Lahab, stone him”: Islamic Semiotics in
Turkish Black Metal



INTERPRETING AND COMPARING PAPERS

Mech, Anna

University of Warsaw

The Visible Invisible: Women in Public Reli-
gious Life of Roman-age Liburnia

Mohammadi Shirmahaleh, Shekoufeh
Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México
From a Central Asian Myth to a Shiite Ritual:
The Ritual Journey of Siyavash

Murashko, Andrei
Higher School of Economics, Moscow
Laughter, Carnival and Religion in Ancient

Egypt

Musulin, Ilja

Nihon University

Religious Nationalism in Contemporary Japan
as Expressed in Students’ Assignments

Newton, Richard

University of Alabama

The “Roots” of the Problem: Toward an An-
thropology of Scriptures

Opas, Minna

University of Turku

Negotiations of Legitimate Christianity in In-
digenous Amazonia

Osborne, Joanna

University of Otago

Interpreting Religion in Second Wave Cul-
tural Feminist Strategies in Aotearoa New
Zealand

Osborne, Joanna

University of Otago

Religion on the Margins: Scholarly and Artis-
tic Interpretations of Religion in Art

Osto, Douglas
Massey University
The Emptiness of Siva: A Study of the $unya

inthe Vijfianabhairava in Relation to Mahayana

Buddhist Conceptions

Palmer, Susan J.

Concordia University

What is a “Child”? A Study of the Social Con-
struction, Types and Function of Children’s
Spiritual Identities in New Religions

Pati, George

Valparaiso University

Procession of Deities: Transforming Thiruvalla
as Tirthasthana

Pedrucci, Giulia

University of Verona

The Offering of Statuettes of Adult/s with In-
fant/s in Ancient Italy: The Role of Space

Polak, Grzegorz

Maria Curie-Sklodowska University

Ending Thought: A Critical Assessment of Some
of Jiddu Krishnamurti’s Key Concepts from
the Perspective of Cognitive Science

Possamai, Adam

Western Sydney University

Freedom for and from Religions in Neo-liberal
Societies

Pratt, Douglas

University of Auckland

Christian-Muslim Relations: Dynamics of En-
counter in the First Millennium

Racius, Egdunas

Vytautas Magnus University

Institutional Churchification of Islam in East-
ern Europe

Radford, Raymond
University of Sydney
The Great Replacement: Fear of a Black Planet

Rane, Halim

Griffith University

Islam in Australia: Muslim Typologies and
Approaches to Interpreting the Quran

Rees, Robert

Graduate Theological Union

On the Edge of the Inside: Negotiating the
Space Between the Committed Center of a Re-
ligious Tradition and the Disillusioned, Dis-
affected or Disaffiliated Peripheries

Rota, Andrea

University of Bern

Collective Emotions without Collective Effer-
vescence: The Case of Jehovah’s Witnesses
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PAPERS INTERPRETING AND COMPARING

Ruprecht, Louis

Georgia State University

Crete as Cosmopilis: The History of Mixing
on a Greek Island in the Centre of the Sea,
from Homer to St. Paul

Saito, Takashi
Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture

Representations of the Dead in the Peony Lantern

Ghost Stories

Schille-Hudson, Eleanor

Indiana University

The Mystic and the Mathematician: Describ-
ing and Explaining Similarities in Perceptual
Experience of the Supernatural

Schumann, Asa

Sodertdrns University/Uppsala University
The Relation between Sense of Coherence and
Three Identity Domains among Swedish Ado-
lescents with Different Religious Backgrounds

Scott, Jamie

York University

Painting Jesus Black: The Liberating Theol-
ogy of Ronald Harrison’s ‘Black Christ’ (South
Africa, 1962)

Sjo, Sofia

Abo Akademi University

Media, Religion and Young Adults: A Transna-
tional View”

Skora, Kara Ellis

“A Bird Should Not Keep Long on Its Branch’:
Synthesizing Cultural Change through Inno-
vations in Asante Funerary Ritual

Smith, Geraldine

University of Tasmania

The Politics of Exclusion and Inclusion at Mul-
tifaith Rituals

Solares, Blanca

Universidad Nacional Auténoma de Méx-
ico

Femininity and Cosmogony: The Goddess in
Ancient Mexico and Ancient Peru

Szilardi, Réka
University of Szeged
Festival Religion
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Topinka, Daniel and Havlicek, Jakub
Palacky University

Differences in Social Distance to Muslims in
Central and Eastern Europe: Perspectives and
Interpretations

Trzcionkowski, Lech

Jagiellonian University

Centre and Periphery as a Cultural Factor in
the Distribution of Greek Mysteries Cults: The
Case of Bacchic Cult in Classical and Hellenis-
tic Period

Tsilpi, Chikas

University of Jos, Nigeria

Boko Haram Insurgency and New Challenges
to Muslim Girls’ Education in North-Eastern
Nigeria

Vaclavik, David
Masaryk University
“Czech” Atheism and its Forms

Variyar, Suvarna

University of Sydney

Dharma, Caste, and the Place of a Woman in
Valmiki’s Ramayana

Variyar, Suvarna

University of Sydney

Taking Destiny by the Song: Contrasting Rep-
resentations of Civil Religion and Religious
Nationhood in the USA’s Hamilton and France’s
1789: Les Amants de la Bastille

Vartejanu Joubert, Madalina

Inalco Paris

Para basileus ho nomos agraphos: Law of God
and God Subject to the Law in Rabbinic Ju-
daism

Wellendorf, Jonas

University of California, Berkeley

The Austrfararvisur and Interreligious Con-
tact in Conversion Age Scandinavia

Zawiejska, Natalia

Jagiellonian University

Southern Pentecostalism in Poland: On Epis-
temologies of the South in Central Europe



LOCALITY AND MOVEMENT PANELS

Locality and Movement
Organised panels

Religious Colonization, Indigenous Practice, and Mormon Expansion in the South Pacific

Barber, Ian G.

University of Otago

When Prophets Go Global: Maori Poropiti
(Prophets) and the Historical Decentering of
Latter-Day Saint Narrative

Maffly-Kipp, Laurie F.

Washington University in St. Louis

‘By Right of Blood The Battle over the
Church College of New Zealand

Jones, Holly Miller

University of Otago

Gender and Hierarchy in LDS Church Ritual:
Fiji, New Zealand and the USA

Griffin, Brenton

Flinders University

A Violation of Human Rights? The Legal
Battle over the Samoan Language Ban in
Queensland’s Mormon Churches, 2013—2014

The Significance and Challenges of the Peripheral Nature of Buddhism

Inoue, Takami

Otani University

The Peripheral Origin of Buddhism and
its Significance in the Liberation of the
Marginalized

Dash, Shobha Rani

Otani University

The Traditional Buddhists of Eastern India:
Efforts to Keep the Buddhist Identity

Kigoshi, Yasushi

Otani University

The Challenges of Buddhist Temples in Con-
temporary Japan: Focusing on Depopulated
Areas

Shimoda, Masahiro
University of Tokyo
Discussant

Lived Healing Experience: A Comparative Study

Maarif, Samsul

Gadja Mada University

Engaging the Ecology of Relationship: A Les-
son from the Ammatoans’ Traditional Heal-
ing Practice

Yiwen, Duan

University of Tsukuba

Zen as Healing: A New Form of the Tradi-
tional Zen in Tokyo

Kimura, Takeshi

University of Tsukuba

Spiritual Guidance as a Way of Healing by a
Spiritual Medium

Chaturvedi, Namrata

Shri Ramasamy Memorial University, Sikkim
The Healer in the Home: Hermeneutics of
Healing in the work of Women Psychics and
Mediums in India

James Loreto

San Beda University

Miracle Narratives in the Devotion to the
Black Nazarene of Quiapo Church: A Post-
Structuralist Reading
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PANELS LOCALITY AND MOVEMENT

The Globalization of Soka Gakkai: Centers and Peripheries

Introvigne, Massimo
Center for Studies on New Religions

Kurihara, Toshie

Soka University

Contemporary Practice of Rissho Ankoku
in Soka Gakkai in an Age of Globalization

Fisker-Nielsen, Anne Mette

Soka University

Buddhism and Women: Centers and Periph-
eries. A Reinterpretation in Soka Gakkai

Melton, J. Gordon

Baylor University

Soka Gakkai International in America from
Periphery to Center: From New Religion to
Sect to Denomination in One Generation

goryté, Rosita

European Federation for Freedom of Belief
The Political Globalization of Soka Gakkai:
Center or Periphery?

Partition’s Long Shadow

Llewellyn, John E.

Missouri State University

Partition’s Men: Masculinity Theory and
Novels and Films about Partition

Mehdi, Zehra

Columbia University

History and the Trauma of Partition: The
Psychoanalytic Role of Literature

Mohammad, Afsar

University of Pennsylvania

Narrating Muslim Women beyond Parti-
tion: The Fictional Representation of Mus-
lim Women’s Activism

Rinehart, Robin

Lafayette College

The Fluidity of Religious Identity in Punjabi
Partition Literature

A Critical Study of the Religious Patterns of the Diaspora in Southeast Asia

Nga, Le Thi Hang

Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences
Hindu Temples of Indian Diaspora in Viet-
nam

Ngoc, Nguyen Thi Minh

Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences

The Role of Religion for Vietnamese Dias-
pora in Taiwan
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Lochan, Amarjiva and Thant, Mo Mo
University of Delhi and University of Yangon
Religious Identities of the Nineteenth-century
Indian Diaspora in Myanmar



LOCALITY AND MOVEMENT PANELS

Scholarly Self-Reflection in Religious Studies

Okuyama, Michiaki

Nanzan University

Policy and Politics of Spiritual Consolation
Surrounding Ainu Remains

Watanabe, Yu

University of Tokyo

The Varieties of Interpretation of the Koki:
On the Mythological and Folkloristic Imagi-
nation in Modern Japan

Nishimura, Akira

University of Tokyo

Reli-geological Layers in Shimabara Penin-
sula

Transnational Religious Places as Holistic Centres for Asian Migrants

Srichampa, Sophana

Mabhidol University

Religious Places as Holistic Centre for Mi-
grant Workers in Southeast Asia

Papageorgiou, Niki
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
The Religiosity of Indian Diaspora in Greece

Horiuchi, Midori

Tenri University

What Do ‘Overseas Indians’ Bring to the World:
A Case Study of Recent Immigrant Indians in

Tokyo

Accommodation: A Jesuit Missionary Strategy?

Zampol D’Ortia, Linda
The Emotional Dimensions of Jesuit Accom-
modation

Sweetman, Will

University of Otago

Protestant Accommodation: Practice or Prin-
ciple?

Sargent, Jesse
Transferring an Idea: Accommodation be-
tween the Provinces of Japan and China

Religion, Minorities and Marginalities: A Roundtable Discussion

Baffelli, Erica
University of Manchester

Mullins, Mark
University of Auckland

Shirahase, Tatsuya
Momoyama Gakuin University

Takahashi, Norihito
Toyo University
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PAPERS

Individual papers

Adasi, Grace Sintim

University of Ghana

Sharing the Faith: A Contextual Perspective
of Student Prayer Groups

Alexander, Laura

University of Nebraska at Omaha

“Equal Under the Law”: Native American Tribes’
Legal and Activist Challenges to Colonialist
Ideologies

Andrews, Robyn

Massey University

From India to the West: Manifestations of the
Changing Climate of Catholic Parish Life

Babur, Isa

Igdir University, Turkey

“Whoever Faces to Fight With Infidels is Turk”:
A Controversial Definition of the Turk by a
Contemporary Turkish Poet Ismet Ozel

Bernardo, Angela

Sapienza University of Rome

Relocating Religion: Coptic ‘Diaspora’ Com-
munities between Centers and Peripheries. The
Case of the Diocese of St. George in Rome and
its Search for Stabilization

Berner, Ulrich

University of Bayreuth

Intercultural Comparison in (Anti)Colonial
Discourses

Bocking, Brian

University College Cork

Finding the Lost Irish Buddhist: How Collabo-
rative and Digital Research Can Challenge ‘Top-
down’ Narratives in the Study of Religions

Borja, Melissa

University of Michigan

Comparing the Religious Impact of the Refugee
Policies of the U.S. and Australia: A Hmong
Case Study

Campo, Juan

University of California at Santa Barbara
Imaginaries of Centers and Peripheries in Global
Perspective: The Dynamics of Modern Mass
Pilgrimages
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LOCALITY AND MOVEMENT

Cherkasova, Anastasia

The Struggles and Joys of Orthodox Christian
Diaspora in New Zealand: Cases of Russian,
Serbian and Greek Churches

Friberg Von Sydow, Rikard

Sodertérn University

Swedish Spiritual Ufology: Communication, Con-
[lict Resolution and International Contacts

Grimshaw, Mike

University of Canterbury

“..and that depends on the spiritual resources
of the people.” Charles Brasch, Landfall and
New Zealand Religion and Culture

Guittard, Charles

Société Ernest Renan

The “mundus” in Roman Religious Thought
and Life: Center of the City or Way between
the Upperworld and the Underworld?

Hiiemie, Reet

Estonian Literary Museum

Adaptations of Native American Religious Rit-
uals and BeliefElements in Estonia: From Outer
Mimicry to “Lifechanging” Personal Experi-
ences

Hoverd, William

Massey University

The Removal of the Words Jesus Christ’ from
the New Zealand Parliamentary Prayer

Iversen, Lars Laird

Norwegian School of Theology, Religion and
Society

Don’t Mention Politics! Silence and Sameness
in the Norwegian Church Abroad

Iversen, Ragnhild Laird

University of South East Norway (USN)
Twenty Days of Christmas: Acculturation Strate-
gies among Children with Religious Minority
Background at Christmas Time in a Norwe-
gian Kindergarten

Iwanicka, Beata

Adam Mickiewicz University

Sign Languages on the Periphery of Various
Cultures and Religions



LOCALITY AND MOVEMENT

Iwanicki, Juliusz

Adam Mickiewicz University

Values and Motivations of Course Participants
in Religious Studies at the “Open University”:
On the Globalization of Religious Education
in Poland

Jacobsen, Knut Axel
University of Bergen
Narratives of Hindu Pilgrimage Sites in Europe

Johansson, Andreas

Lund University

From Pragmatic to Violence: Development of
Sri Lankan Muslim Politics

Josan, Ion

University of Oslo

Muslims in Romania: Tradition, Migration
and Integration

Kawanishi, Eriko

Professional Institute of International Fashion
The Localisation of Contemporary Western
Witchcraft in Japan

Kenney, Jeffrey

Depauw University

Progressive Islam in Malaysia: A Hybrid of
Center and Periphery

Killerby, Shaun

University of Waikato

Whakapai Whenua: Motivations for Environ-
mental Care in two Protestant Missional Com-
munities, Aotearoa New Zealand

Kim, David W.

Australian National University

Cao Dai and Gucheon Sangje: Ethnic Grass-
roots New Religious Movements in Modern
Vietnam and Korea

Korniichuk, Iuliia

National Pedagogical Dragomanov University
Catholic and Orthodox Churches towards the
Ukrainian Migrants in Poland

Kuusisto, Arniika

Stockholm University

Is There Place for Religion in Early Childhood
Education: Identity-safe Space for Whose World-
views and on Which Terms?

PAPERS

Liljefors Persson, Bodil

Malmé University

The Legacy of the Books of Chilam Balam and
the Ongoing Positioning of the Cruzoob Maya
in Yucatec Maya Religious (Con-)Texts

Lundqpvist, Erica Li

Malmé University

Legally Imagined Identities: Experiences of
Muslim LGBTQ+ Migrants in Sweden

Mori, Hazuki
University of Zagreb
Soka Gakkai in Croatia

Obuse, Kieko

Kobe City University of Foreign Studies

The Global Mission of the Thai Buddhist Sangha
and its Shifting Agendas

Oguntola Laguda, Danoye

Lagos State University

Negotiating Identities in Yoruba Muslim Dias-
pora Communities in the Contemporary US

Olademo, Oyeronke
University of Ilorin, Nigeria
Gender, Migration and Yoruba Religion

Parreno, Lilian Diana

Guimaras State College

Glimpses of Religious Practices in the Heal-
ing Rituals of the Local Folks in Guimaras Is-
land, Philippines

Persaud, Prea

University of North Carolina, Charlotte
Constructing the Hindu Diaspora: New Approaches
to the Study of Caribbean Hinduism

Peter, Heike

Halmstad University

Newly-arrived Migrants’ Perceptions of Swedish
RE: Between Movement and Locality

Puca, Angela

Leeds Trinity University

Are Italian Folk Magic Traditions a Form of
Shamanism?

Reyes-Espiritu, Adeinev Ma.

KU Leuven

Religion Towards Integration? The Case of
Migrant Mothers in Belgium
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PAPERS LOCALITY AND MOVEMENT

Rigtrup, Diana

University College Copenhagen

Refugee Education in Denmark: New Perspec-
tives on National and Religious Narratives in
the Danish School Curriculum

Roos, Lena

Sodertorn University

Protective Periphery: The Stockholm Yiddish
Collection as a Source to the History of the
Jews in Sweden

Saikia, Baburam

Tartu University

Indigeneity, Conversion and Identity Among
the Mishings: A Case Study on the Majuli Is-
land

Saya Devi, Thongbam

Jawaharlal Nehru University

The Survival of Lai Haraoba in the Hinduised
Meitei Society: A Study

Umali, Artin

De La Salle University Dasmarifias

Jose P. Rizal: The Brown Christ of the Philip-
pines

Vikdahl, Linda

Soédertorn University

Possibilities for Religion-related Dialog in an
Upper Secondary School in Sweden

Vikdahl, Linda

Soédertorn University

Swedish Pupils’ Attitudes to Religion and Re-
ligious Diversity

Whitehead, Amy

Massey University

Food and Religious Diversity: Ritual, feast-
ing and foodways in Auckland'’s Religious Ur-
ban Ecology

Wilkens, Katharina

University of Munich

Travel Narratives Written by East Africans:
Reversing Centre and Periphery

Yokomichi, Makoto

Kyoto Prefectural University

On “bampo ruten”: Kenji Miyazawa’s Eclec-
ticism and Literary Mysticism
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Yung, Tim

University of Hong Kong

Refining Fire: Reshaping Chinese Anglican-
ism in Free China during the Sino-Japanese
War, 1937-1949



MEASURING AND TESTING PANELS

Measuring and Testing
Organised panels

Kavadi Ritual: A Multi-signaling Platform?

Shaver, John H.
University of Otago

Mario, Peter
Masaryk University
Kavadi Ritual and Commitment Signaling

Kundtova Klocova, Eva
Masaryk University
Kavadi Ritual and Mate Quality Signaling

Kundt, Radek
Masaryk University
Kavadi Ritual and Health Self-signaling

Individual papers

Anesa, Nicolo

University of Trieste

Photo Elicitation in Religious Studies: A Case
Report

Berniunas, Renatas

Vilnius University

Taboo Violations, Supernatural Punishment,
and Trust among Mongolians

Dranseika, Vilius
Vilnius University
Folk Religion and Free Will Beliefs

Dranseika, Vilius

Vilnius University

Recovering Vernacular Fate Beliefs from Tat-
too Designs

Ejova, Anastasia

University of Auckland

Nausea during First-time Practice of Meditation:
Two Lines of Evidence for a Specific Mechanism
invobving the Parasympathetic Nervous System

Ejova, Anastasia
University of Auckland
Schism Patterns in Global Religions

Halafoff, Anna

Deakin University

Worldview of Australia’s Generation Z: Super-
diversity, Inclusion and Education

Lanman, Jonathan

Queen’s University Belfast

Understanding ‘Unbelief”: Towards a Better
Understanding of the Diversity of Atheism and
Agnosticism in Brazil, China, Denmark, Japan,
the UK, and the USA

Racius, Egdunas

Vytautas Magnus University

Turkish Factor in the Development of the Mus-
lim Community in Lithuania

Shimono, Hazuki

University of Tokyo

Religion of Scientific Inquiry: Francis Bacon
and Religious Ideals

Steffen, Franziska

Martin-Luther University Halle-Wittenberg
The New Religion Tenrikyo: The Birth of a
“Revealed” Religion in Nineteenth-century
Japan

Strehle, Katja

Western Sydney University

Gender Relations in Non-Religious Groups in
Europe and the United States and their Influ-
ence on Australia

Svensson, Jonas

Linnaeus University

Computer-aided Analysis of Religiolects: A
Case of Islamic Swedish(es)
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Thurfjell, David

Sodertorn University

Levels of Secularity among Muslims in Swe-
den: The Challenges of Empirically Analysing
the Secularity of a Minority Publicly Defined
by its Religion

Tsilpi, Chikas

University of Jos, Nigeria

Cultural and Religious Debates on Homosex-
uality in Selected Churches in jos, Nigeria

Voelker, Katharina

University of Tiibingen

Islamic Theology at German State Universities
and its Professors’ Views on ‘Being Muslim’

Watts, Joseph

University of Otago

The Emergence of Professional Religious Spe-
cialists in Hunter-gatherer Societies

Whitesides, Kevin

University of California Santa Barbara
Authority, Ability, and Motivation: A General
Theory of Semiotic Arousal

Wood, Connor

Center for Mind and Culture
Ritual and Mental Health in Two
Dimensions

Zorya, Kateryna

Sodertorns Hogskola

Imagined Realities, Religious Conflict and Pre-
dictive Coding: A Theoretical Approach
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REFLECTING AND CRITIQUING PANELS

Reflecting and Critiquing
Organised panels

Esotericism in a Global Context: Centres, Margins, and Everything in Between I

Pasi, Marco

University of Amsterdam

The “Western” Problem in the Study of West-
ern Esotericism

Villalba, Mariano L.

University of Lausanne | Ecole Pratique des
Hautes Etudes

Inca Garcilazo de la Vega (1539-1616), a Mes-
tizo and Americano Christian Cabalist

Magus, Simon
The Imperial Occult: Egypt, India, and a
Shifting Esoteric Episteme

Gruffman, Paulina

Stockholm University

G.R. S. Mead and the Construction of Eso-
tericism as “Western”

Esotericism in a Global Context: Centres, Margins, and Everything in Between II

Khalikov, Ruslan

Ternopil Volodymyr Hnatiuk National Ped-
agogical University

Easterness and the Study of Esotericism in
Post-Soviet Countries

White, Manon Hedenborg

Sodertorn University

Lunar Entanglements: Tantra and Sexual
Magic in Late-Twentieth-Century Esotericism

Bogdan, Henrik

University of Gothenburg

The Holy Order of Krishna and the Reinter-
pretation of Aleister Crowley’s Teachings in
India

Esotericism in a Global Context: Centres, Margins, and Everything in Between III

Miihlematter, Yves

University of Fribourg

Education, Initiation and Theosophy ‘“in-
between” “East” and “West” Annie Besant’s
Quickening of Evolution

Mukhopadhyay, Mriganka

University of Amsterdam

G. N. Chakravarti: Understanding an Indian
Theosophist’s Role in the Global Dynamics of
the Theosophical Society

Cantq, Keith E.

University of California, Santa Barbara
The Transformation of Shiva’s Raja Yoga into
a “Translocalized” Esotericism

Bornet, Philippe

University of Lausanne

From Indian Rebellious Asceticism to West-
ern Esotericism: The Transnational Journey
of Sadhu Sundar Singh’s Marginality
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Esotericism in a Global Context: Centres, Margins, and Everything in Between IV

Shengjie, W

Tongji University

Chinese Perspectives on ‘Rejected Knowl-
edge’

Marino, Davide

Chinese University of Hong Kong

Rejected Knowledge in the Context of Mod-
ern China: Otherness in the 1920s Contro-
versy between Science and Metaphysics

Akai, Toshio

Kobe Gaukin University

Tamijuto Kume: At the Intersection of West-
ern and Japanese Esoteric Traditions

Holistic Wellbeing Culture Between Coping and Resistance

Mossiére, Géraldine

University of Montreal

Decentralizing Well-Being Practices from
Secular Contexts: The Appropriation of
Holistic Practices by Muslim Converts In
Quebec

Schmidt, Bettina

University of Wales Trinity Saint David
Postcolonial Healing in Brazil: Spirit Heal-
ing, Numerology, Ayahuasca and Other
Forms of Wellbeing Practices

Aschenbrenner, Lina

University of Saltzburg

Wellbeing through Gaga: When Leisure
Time Activities Turn Essential

Ohlsson, Henrik

Sodertorn University

Nature Connection as Temporary Recreation
and Long-Term Transformation

Mind and Practice in Japanese Religion

Oda, Yoshiko

Kansai University

Religious Mind and Religious Community
in Japan: In Quest of the Japanese Religious
Identity

Suemura, Masayo

Kansai University

The International Expansion of Japanese
Religion in Modern Times: A Case Study on
Senzaki Nyogen

Miyamoto, Yotaro
Kansai University
The Practice of Devotion (shinjin) in
Japanese Religions
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Ruggeri Takeshita, Anna

Kyoto University of Foreign Studies

The Practice of Body and Mind in Japanese
Zen Buddhism: the Experience of Shaku
Soen

Sawai, Yoshitsugu

Tenri University

The Semantic Structure of Japanese Reli-
gion: Individual Religious Faith and Reli-
gion as Life Custom

Katja Triplett
University of Leipzig
Discussant
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‘Who Owns Indigenous Knowledge?’ Critical Reflections on Academic Research among

Indigenous Communities I

Cox, James

University of Edinburgh

T. G. H. Strehlow and the Repatriation of In-
digenous Knowledge in Central Australia

Longkumer, Arkotong

University of Edinburgh

Virtual Repatriation of Indigenous Knowl-
edge

Nikanorova, Liudmila

UiT The Arctic University of Norway
Ownership of the Notion ‘Sakha Religion’ in
the Sakha Republic, Russia

Tafjord, Bjorn Ola

UiT The Arctic University of Norway
Ownership of Indigenous Knowledge
through Ownership of Translations: An Ex-
ample from Talamanca Bribri

‘Who Owns Indigenous Knowledge?’ Critical Reflections on Academic Research among

Indigenous Communities II

Schmidt, Bettina

University of Wales Trinity St David

The ‘Story Box”: Franz Boas, George Hunt
and the Repatriation of Indigenous Know!-
edge and Artefacts

Astor-Aguilera, Miguel

Arizona State University

Maya Indigenous Knowledge, ‘Caste Wars’
and Mayan ‘Talking’ Objects

Kraft, Siv Ellen
UiT The Arctic University of Norway
The Travels of a Sami Drum

Lyngdoh, Margaret

University of Estonia

Owning ‘Tradition” Case Studies from the
Karbi of Northeast India

Possamai, Adam
Western Sydney University
Discussant

Reflecting on and Engaging with the North American Association for the Study of Religion

Stoddard, Brad
McDaniel College
Method Today

King, Rebekka
Middle Tennessee State University
Constructing “Data” in Religious Studies

Newton, Richard

University of Alabama

Surveying Key Categories in the Study of Re-
ligion: Critique in Context

Hermann, Adrian

University of Bonn
Respondent
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The Relevance of Izutsu’s ‘Oriental Philosophy’ for the Comparative Study of Religions

Sawai, Yoshitsugu

Tenri University

The Structure of Consciousness in Izutsu’s
Philosophy in Comparison with Rudolf Otto’s
Theory of Religion

Lépez Pazos, Juan José

Tenri University

Izutsu’s Oriental Philosophy and Heidegger:
Metaphysics after the Linguistic Turn

Nomoto, Shin

Keio University

Toshihiko Izutsu and Henry Corbin on Shi'a
Islam: An Essay on Two Approaches to Is-
lamic Thought

Tsuruoka, Yoshio

University of Tokyo

Izutsu and Panikkar: Possibilities of Com-
parative Study of Religion

Alles, Gregory D.

McDaniel College

Izutsu and Descola: Two Synchronic Struc-
tural Ontological Analyses

Salvatore, Armando
McGill University
Discussant

Reflections on Being a Glocal Body

Sugiki, Tsunehiko

Hiroshima University

Indian Buddhism as a Redemptive Institu-
tion for Warriors

Miyajima, Shunichi

Hokkaido University

Locality and Embodiment in the History of
Japanese Religious Studies

Date, Kiyonobu

University of Tokyo

National Myths of Contemporary Japan: De-
mystifying and Regenerating National Body

The Mediatisation of Race and Religion in Australia and South Africa

Marriott, Emily

Deakin University

Media Representations and of Terrorism:
the 2017 and 2018 Bourke Street Attacks and
the Changing Taxonomy of Terror

Scharnick-Udemans, Lee-Shae

University of the Western Cape

Racialising Satanism: The Mediatisation of
Race and Religion in South Africa
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Weng, Engi

Deakin University

‘Christians Don’t Have a Monopoly on De-
cency” Australian Media Circulations of
Empire Religion



REFLECTING AND CRITIQUING

Individual papers

Abushaaban, Hussein

Istanbul Kultur University

The Headscarf Argument in Public Spheres
in Turkey: The Challenges of Social Cohesion
across Neutrality and Religiosity

Adedibu, Babatunde

Redeemer’s University, Ede

Ecumenism, Inequalities and Power Dynam-

ics between Historic Denominations and African
Pentecostal Churches in London

Alam, Sarwar

University of Arkansas

Tales of Two Sages of South Asia: Bankim Chan-
dra Chottopadhyaya, Muhammad Igbal and
Narratives of Masculinity in the Making of
Nations

Andersson, Dan-Erik

Lund University

Hand onthe Heart, Handshake, Hug or a Kiss?
The Art of Greeting Each Other in a Multi-
cultural Society

Anthony, Zoe
University of Toronto
Nietzsche among the Indologists

Berner, Ulrich

University of Bayreuth

The Construction of Sacred Space: Van der
Leeuw Revisited

Bohuszewicz, Jakub

Jagiellonian University

Eliadean Concept of Initiation and the Cog-
nitive Science of Religion

Butler, Jenny

University College Cork

Folk Religion, Myth and Magic: Marginali-
sation by Categorisation in the Study of Reli-
gions

Castella-Martinez, Sergi

Universitat Pompeu Fabra

Ethics of Doxology in the Contemporary Po-
etic Legacy of Ramon Llull’'s Book of the Lover
and the Beloved

PAPERS

Ciurtin, Eugen

Mahidol University, Bangkok | Institute for
the History of Religions, Bucharest
Polytheist/Monotheistvs. Transmigratory/Non-
transmigratory Religions: A Rejoinder

Connolly-Panagopoulos, Maxinne
University of Glasgow

Religious Conversion among Iranian Migrants:
A Meaning Systems and Terror Management
Theory Approach

Cotter, Christopher
University of Edinburgh
Critical Non-Religion: A Discursive Approach

Doran, Justin

Middlebury College

The Blessed Veins of Latin America: A Cri-
tique of the “Prosperity Gospel”

Farid, Md Shaikh

Dhaka University

The Educational Mission of the Congregation
of Holy Cross in Bangladesh, 19472016

Foroutan, Yaghoob

University of Mazandaran

Critical Analysis on Religious Minorities in
the Islamic Context: Is Huntington Right?

Furuso, Tadayoshi

Ryukoku University

Mission of Religion in Modern Japan: A Re-
finement of the Concepts of Religion and Mul-
tiple Religious Belonging

Galadari, Abdulla

Khalifa University of Science & Technology
Legitimizing Centres and Ignoring Peripheries:
The Messiah Appearing in Damascus

Gearon, Liam Francis

University of Oxford; MIC, Ireland; Newcas-
tle, Australia

Decolonising the Religious Education Curricu-
lum
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Geiger, Leonie Charlotta

Universitit Bonn

Religion, Gender and Development: The Per-
ceptions and Problematizations of Gender En-
tangledwith Religion in Collaborations of Ger-
man Christian Development Agencies with Or-
ganizations in the Global South

Goto, Masahide

Saga University

Redefining Religion: The Case of Modern Ju-
daism and Japanese Forms of Religions

Gregg, Stephen

University Of Wolverhampton

Lived Religion in a Transnational Guru Com-
munity: Religious Authority and Multifaith
Identity at Skanda Vale

Hartman, Matthew

Graduate Theological Union

Religion and the Movement from Climate Skep-
ticism to Climate Nationalism

Hedges, Paul

RSIS, Nanyang Technological University
Decolonising the Centre: Thoughts from a Pe-
riphery

Heinrich, Friedrich

Georg-August Universitdt Gottingen

Colonial Dynamics in a Religious Studies ‘The-
ory’of Dynamism’: A Postcolonial and Ideology-
critical Rereading of Nathan Soderblom

Horak, Pavel

Czech Academy of Sciences

“You have to have some beliefs, whatever they
are!” Reexamining the Role of Beliefs and Doc-
trines in Neopaganism

Ksiazek, Anna

University of Pardubice

Reception of the Phenomenology of Religion
in Polish Religious Studies

Lenfest, Hillary

Arizona State University

By Reverence, not Fear: The Evolution of Re-
ligion and Prestige in Human Prosociality
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REFLECTING AND CRITIQUING

Lindgren, Tomas

Umea University

Religious Radicalization is a Distinct Religious
Phenomenon—Or So the Scholarly Claim
Goes

Lutkajtis, Anna

University of Sydney

Equal Rights for Entities: A Positive Role for
Spirits in Psychiatry?

Macwilliams, Mark

St. Lawrence University

Defining Shinto: Monothetic versus Polythe-
istic Strategies

Miikel4, Essi

University of Helsinki

Researcher Subjectivity in Study of Marginal-
ized Religious Communities in Finland

Mori, Hazuki

University of Zagreb

Japanese Anti-religious Movement in the Early
1930s: Toward a Re-examination on Japanese
Religious Studies

Nilsson, Staffan
Sodertorn University
Ethics and the Study of Religions

Omar, Irfan

Marquette University

Embodied Peace: A Theoretical and Concep-
tual Mapping

Pritchard, Elizabeth
Bowdoin College

Credibly Catholic: Popular and Scholarly Marginal-

ization of Non-Roman Catholics

Raghav, Radhika

University of Otago

The Refashioning of Virile Hindu Man in Ran-
veer Singh’s Star Persona: Gender and Reli-
gion in Contemporary Bollywood

Rashid, Hussein
Islamic Studies Beyond the Gaze of Christian
Empire



REFLECTING AND CRITIQUING

Reeh, Niels

University of Southern Denmark

From Defining Religion to Studying the Field
of Religions: A New Basis for Comparative
Religion?

Salvatore, Armando

McGill University

Beyond the Critique of Religion’: Wilfred Cantwell
Smith in Dialogue with Robert Bellah and Toshi-
hiko Izutsu

Shams, Mortaza

University of Waikato | Centre for Social Jus-
tice of Anglican Action

Religion and Structural Violence: Cure or Con-
tagion?

Snehi, Yogesh

Ambedkar University Delhi

Father, Son and the Making of Early Sikh Tra-
dition

Stepanova, Elena

Ural Federal University

Construction of New Churchesvs Public Spaces:
The Case of Russia

Sutherland, Liam

University of Edinburgh

The Need for Critical and Empirical Studies
of the Interfaith Movement: An Overview of
the Promises and Challenges in Overcoming
One of the Field’s Last Great Blind Spots

Swamy, Muthuraj

Cambridge Centre for Christianity World-
wide

The Problemwith Interreligious Dialogue: Un-
derstanding the Relations between Religions
through Everyday Lives, Ordinary Experiences,
and Multiple Identities

Vala, Tadeas

University of Hradec Kralové

Convivencia as a Surviving Myth of Spanish
National Historiography?

Vala, Tadeas

University of Hradec Kralové

Jihad by the Sword from Different Perspec-
tives as a Challenge for Religious Studies

PAPERS

Van Eyghen, Hans
VU, Amsterdam
Religion as a Natural Kind

Viesca, Gabriela

Portland Seminary at George Fox Univer-
sity

Saving the Indian? Theology and National
(Dis)Integration in Post-Revolutionary Mex-

co

Zeller, Gabriele

University of Tiibingen

Open Access Content for Scholars around the
Globe
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REGULATING AND DEBATING PANELS

Regulating and Debating
Organised panels

Religious Conflict, Deprogramming and New Religious Movements in Korea: The Christian

Council of Korea vs. Shincheonji

Introvigne, Massimo

Center for Studies on New Religions

New Religious Movements in South Korea: A
Case Study of Shincheonji

Folk, Holly

Western Washington University

“Heretics” or “New Christianity”?  Shin-
cheonji’s Theology and Its Opponents

goryté, Rosita

European Federation for Freedom of Belief
Populism, Anti-Cultism, and Deprogram-
ming: The Christian Council of Korea and its
Campaign against Shincheonji

Regulating Christian Bodies: (re)Forming the boundaries of Protestant Christianity in
Australia through the Intersection of Faith, Race, Gender and Sexuality

Prentis, Brooke
Stay and Be Moved: Indigenous Australians,
God’s Appointed Custodians, at the Centre
and the Margins

Maddox Pidgeon, Kylie

Charles Sturt University

Stay and Suffer: How and Why Australian
Protestant Churches Can Replicate the Dy-
namics of Domestic and Family Violence

Sessions, Erin Martine

Australian College of Theology

Stay and Submit: Protestant Christianity
and Domestic and Family Violence. What
Have We Learned from the Body of Evidence
and Where to Now?

Shorter, Rosie Clare

Western Sydney University

‘Stay and Defy”: Sydney Anglican Parish-
ioners Respond to the Archbishop’s Presi-
dential Address to Synod

The Contemporary Entanglement of Religion and Public Morality: Exploring the Cases of

Islam, Hinduism, and Judaism

Takao, Kenichiro

Middle East Institute of Japan
Transformation of Islamic Values from Ver-
tical to Horizontal Rules: The Case of ‘Reli-
gious Police’ in Saudi Arabia

Tanaka, Tetsuya

National Museum of Ethnology

State Intervention and the Transformation
of Religion in North India: Hindu Worship
under Public Morality

Ishiguro, Anri

University of Kitakyushu

Judaism in the Context of American Public
Morality

Nara, Masashi

National Museum of Ethnology

Between Governmental Regulation of Re-
ligion and the Islamic Revival: An Anti-
Alcohol Movement in Hui Muslim society,
Yunnan Province, China
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Individual papers

Abdu-raheem, Musa Adesina

Ekiti State University

Combating Bid'ah (Heretical Innovation) in
the Context of Yoruba Islam: Issues and Per-
spectives

Abdu-raheem, Musa Adesina

Ekiti State University

Relationship between Muslims and Christians
in Nigeria: The Norm, the Exception and the
Way Forward

Abraham, Ibrahim

Australian National University

Spiritual and Material Insecurities Among South
Africa’s New Black Middle Class

Aitamurto, Kaarina

University of Helsinki

To Register or Not? The Strategies of Russian
Pagan Communities

Antunes, Henrique

Brazilian Center of Analysis and Planning
From Drug to National Heritage: The Recog-
nition of the Religious Use of Ayahuasca as
Cultural Heritage in Brazil

Barenthin, Glenn

University Of Guelph

Berger’s Religion: A Reassessment of the In-
tersection of Law and Religion

Beinorius, Audrius

Vilnius University

Between Destiny and Free Choice: Some Psy-
chosocial Dimensions of Astrological Coun-
seling in Contemporary India

Benyah, Francis

Abo Akademi University

“You can'’t legislate the Holy Spirit”: Religious
Freedom and the Contemporary Face of Chris-
tianity in Ghana

Butters, Albion
University of Turku
Packing Heat in Sacred Space
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REGULATING AND DEBATING

Dziurdzik, Tomasz

University of Warsaw

The Religion of Roman Imperial Army as an
Adaptable System: Stabilisation through Top-
down Control or Bottom-up Development?

Espiritu, Wilson Angelo

Katholieke Universiteit Leuven | Ateneo de
Manila University

Bridging Everyday Religiosity and Politics: Em-
bodiment, Trust, and Transformation

French, William

Loyola University of Chicago

The Catholic Church and the Global Politics
of Population Stabilization

Hancock, Rosemary

University of Notre Dame Australia
Religious Diversity and Urban Politics in Aus-
tralia

Hedges, Paul

RSIS, Nanyang Technological University
Legalising and Defining Religion and Free-
dom: Hate Speech, Islamophobia, and Anti-
Semitism as Discourse

Hetmanczyk, Philipp

University of Zurich

“Diversity’, “difference” and the Operation of
Comparison in Religion Education in German-
speaking Switzerland

Hjelm, Titus

University of Helsinki

Religion in the Post-Lie Age: Towards an Agno-
tological Approach in the Study of Religion

Horyevoy, Dmytro

Ukrainian Catholic University

Ukrainian Autocephaly: From Periphery to
the Centre of Orthodox World

Hovorun, Cyril

Loyola Marymount University

Hierarchy: From Philosophical Margins to Po-
litical Mainstream



REGULATING AND DEBATING PAPERS

Hutter, Manfred

University of Bonn

Intersections of Peripheral Christianity with
Zoroastrianism in the Centre of Sasanian Re-
ligious History

Kavan, Heather

Massey University

Sexual Assaults at Gloriavale Christian Com-
munity: How Religion Facilitates Them

Kuusisto, Arniika

Stockholm University

Growing up Radical? Supporting Children’s
and Young People’s Worldview Construction
in Societal Education

Lomelin, Christopher

University of Florida

Jestis Malverde: Devotion, Masculinity, and Narco
Junior Identity in Contemporary Mexico

Maddox, Marion

Macquarie University

Adapting Religious Activism: Christian Poli-
tics, from Centre to Periphery

Muller, Aukje

University of Groningen | Macquarie Uni-
versity

The ‘Good Refugee’: The Intersection of Reli-
gion and Refugee’ in Integration Discourses
in the Netherlands

Muller, Aukje

University of Groningen | Macquarie Uni-

versity

Exclusive Inclusion: “Cultural Values’, Racial-
ization of Religion, and Religious Difference

in the Netherlands’ Politics of Belonging

Oberdorf, Andreas

University of Miinster

The American College of St. Maurice at Miin-
ster in Westphalia: Professionalisation and
Disciplining in the Formation of Priests for
the USA at the Dawn of the “Kulturkampf”
(1864-1874)

Pennington, Brian

Elon University

Nationalizing the Himalayas: The New Eco-
nomics of Hindu Pilgrimage in India

Pranskevi¢iuté-Amoson, Rasa

Vilnius University

The Process of State Recognition of the Old
Baltic Faith Romuva Movement

Rauhala, Marika

University of Helsinki

Social Marginalization on Stage: Represen-
tations of Denounced Dissenters in Greek
Drama

Rigtrup, Diana

University College Copenhagen

Religion as Part of National Narratives: Ma-
jority and Minority Identity in Religious Ed-
ucation in Denmark

Sciacca, Fabrizio

University of Catania

Does Religious Tolerance Have a Political Na-
ture?

Self, Kathleen

York University

Bodily Morphology: Gods, Race, and Class in
Old Norse Mythology

Sonnenschein, Hannes

Umed University

Apex Narratives: Pathways into Political Vi-
olence

Spengler, Fabian

Tel Aviv University

Religious Freedom for Muslim Pupils in Ger-
man Schools

Stadler, Manuel

University of Leipzig

Robert Hertz, Georges Bataille and the Reli-
gious Implications of Dépense

Takase, Kohei

University of Tokyo

The Diplomatic Significance of Freedom of Re-
ligion for the Japanese Government in the late
19th Century

Wejryd, Anders
University of Uppsala
Bottom-up and Top-down
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White, Thomas

University of Otago

Local and Global Factors in Creating a Poli-
tics of Contronymic Secularism

Yagi, Kumiko

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
Reformulation of Islamic Law and Privatiza-
tion of Islam in the Modern State: An Exam-

ple of Egypt

Yang, Heriyanto

The Legal Case of GKI-Taman-Yasmin Church,
Bogor, Indonesia: A Case in Point of the State’s
Defiance against its Own Court of Law’s Rul-
ing Protecting Religious Minority Rights

Yumiyama, Tatsuya

Tokyo Institute of Technology

Religion, Spirituality, and Morality in Japanese
Public School Education
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